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Traveling By Stages 

 

Newsletter of Salem English Lutheran Church   April 2009 

ñ. . . Then the Israelites set out by stages from the wilderness of Sinai . . .ò   ïNumbers 10:12 

I write on what we hope is the eve of our final Sunday in this stage of the journey.  Hope is the  

important word, for before the moving trucks come on Wednesday, April 1 (this is not a joke!), 

Lyndale UCCôs congregation must affirm the final sale plans, and Lyndale and New Wine Church 
(currently in the midway area of St. Paul) must sign a load of papers at the real estate closing. As 

weôve packed boxes, my heart has been full.  Here are a few of my reflections...and the invitation 

to share yours:   

Gratitude.  I am grateful to be part of such a courageous community of believers, grateful for Godôs powerful hand 

leading us through these stages, grateful for the partnership weôve forged by the Spiritôs inspiration with Lyndale. 

Wow.  People are showing up, stepping up, reminding me that many hands and much support make hard work lighter. 

Leadership.  The faithful Lyndale leadership has tenaciously worked toward this building saleðthey are quite a team.  

This has been Lyndaleôs building for 85 years.  Salem is kept well abreast of progress, but the arrangements are 

Lyndaleôs and the details are many (as weôre learning, too).   

New.  After renovations New Wine Church will begin ministries at 31st and Aldrich.  We welcome them as sisters and 

brothers in Christ and pray for the new life theyôll bring. 

Walking.  The Lenten reflections of walking with Christ are powerful witness in these stages. 

Perspective.  In the midst of Lent, speedily approaching Holy Week, the boxes, the real estate closing, they really 

arenôt too important, and even when they are important, they are only a means to our ministry.   

Gospel.  The Gospel is shared not by boxes or stuff, but by you, by me.  We are Godôs people on a journey, called by 

the Holy Spirit to be about living the Gospelôs promise that life triumphs death, indeed, transforms it.  This is a vital 

promise for our times and the very heart of our ministry...always.   

Exciting.  Last week we received a note and a check from a younger woman who attended Salem before heading to 

New York City for seminary.  Her note said simply:  ñBlessings on your ministry.  Best of luck with the move.  I am 

excited for the future of this congregation!ò  Amen.   

Creative.  There is plenty to be excited about:  a new stage at Intermedia Arts, engaging a creative community in a 

new way; a growing partnership with Lyndale, stretching our legs on neutral territory; a strong, vibrant, growing 

ministry in the city, journeying togetheréby stages. 

Thank you for your faithfulness, your hands, your prayers, and your giving, this stage, and every stage.  My prayers are 

with you this Holy Week and Easter, and I look forward to worshiping together.     ðPastor Jen  

The Move ... 
Many thanks to all who have pitched in to help.  The interim space for Salem and 
Lyndale UCC will be at Intermedia Arts (www.intermediaarts.org) with space for 

all our Sunday activities, worship, meetings during the week, evening services, a 

church office shared with Lyndale UCC, and a Salem pastorôs office.  Additional 

signage will be needed in front of the building and likely at the Salem site at 28th 
and Lyndale.  This will be arranged during April.  Parking at Intermedia Arts (IA) 

is available in the IA lot to the north of the building (access off of Lyndale).  There 

is also street parking and, in the evening, parking in the Egg and I lot.  Additional 

parking will be made available as needed.   
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Salem News ... 

ReDevelopment Update 

Salem and Lyndale continue to receive positive feedback and hear excitement about the redevelopment plans. 

This spring there will be action with the neighborhood and zoning. 

Much behind the scenes work is going on with Brighton Development. 

The Lyndale Salem Design Team is hard at work creatively thinking about needs, space, sustainability, and 

cost efficiency.  A joint Ministry Center Conversation was held in March with lively conversation.  Paul 

Livdahl is the Salem co-leader of the Design Team; questions and ideas can be directed to Paul. 

In March a significant leaking problem grew at the Salem building in the area of the ramp (in the Skyway), and 

in the small kitchen under the pastorôs office (near the black box theater).  Melting snow, rain, and frozen 

drains have contributed to the problems but the full source is yet to be determined.  In the ramp area, much 
water and plaster has come down.  There is water (currently ice) in a couple parts of the lower level.  Brighton 

is consulting with Salem to deal with this before mold can grow or further structural issues arise that would 

slow our redevelopment plans. 

ReDevelopment Forum on April 19, 9:40am-10:15am. 

Walking with Jesus 

During the Wednesday evening Lenten services, five people in the Salem community have each shared a reflection 

of their walk with Jesus.  Using the hymn ñI Want Jesus to Walk with Meò (ELW #325) as the theme, weôve 

gathered around the fire with the rich melodies of Holden Evening Prayer and the deep stories of lived experience.  
Thanks to our many musicians, and to each who has shared:  Emily Chesley (glorifying God as an artist), Barb 

Livdahl (responding to Godôs call in music), Lyle Jaeger (walking with God through cancer), Reva Swanson (God 

walking ñIn the Gardenò), and finally on April 1 we will hear from Chris Nordeen (who has literally and 
figuratively done a lot of walking).  Many thanks for sharing your faith.   

Holy Week... 

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7pm at Intermedia Arts  
Remembering Jesusô last night with his disciples at the table, we will share Holy Communion and the option of 
washing feet.  Come sing and pray and participate in this interactive time of worship. 

Good Friday, April 10, 7pm, at Intermedia Arts 
Hear again the story of Jesus on the cross with scripture, hymns, prayer, and the extinguishing of the candles in a 
Tenebrae service.   

Easter Morning, April 12  
Come and celebrate the Risen Christ.  We will have one Salem service on Easter morning at 8:30am in our new 
space at Intermedia Arts.  Weôll begin in darkness moving to festive Easter hymns, Holy Communion, Easter 

flowers, and the promise of new life.  Our youth are serving Easter Breakfast, 9:30am-10:30am, as a fundraiser 

for their trip to New Orleans this summer for the ELCA Youth Gathering.  Lyndale UCC will have 10:30am 
Easter Worship.  Child care will be provided throughout the morning.   

Palm Sunday, April 5, 10am Procession, 10:30am Worship 
Assuming the move happens as planned, we will meet at 9:45am on Palm Sunday, 
April 5, for a 10am Palm Sunday procession from the Lyndale UCC building at 31st 

and Aldrich to Intermedia Arts at 2822 Lyndale Avenue South.  If you are able to 

process, there will be palms to wave, banners and streamers to carry, our processional 
cross, plenty of music, all led by the Heart of the Beast Jesus puppet.  If you arenôt able 

to process, meet us at Intermedia Arts for 10:30am worship with the whole Salem and 

Lyndale community together.  No Sunday School (kids, come and process), but child 

care available.  Rides back to 31st and Aldrich available following worship.   
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Child Care Staffing and Childrenôs Community Time 

Each Sunday Salem and Lyndale have creative, compassionate, caring staff who work with our youngest children.  
As we approach the move to Intermedia Arts, weôre reviewing our program.  See below the basics.  Kathy Hayden, 

Lyndale member and Christian Ed Committee Chair, takes the lead on this.  Our child care staff includes:  

Rhiannon, Nickia, Victoria, and Corey.   
 

We will routinely have two child care workers each Sunday, one to work from 9:15am to12:15pm, and a 

second to work from 10:15am-12:15pm. 

Some Sundays the schedule will be adapted.  For instance on Easter, 4/12, weôll have coverage beginning at 

8:15 because of Salemôs 8:30am Easter Service. 

To live within our budget, most Sundays weôll have two child care workers staffing our childrenôs time. 

Our space at Intermedia Arts will be limited compared to our current space for children's time.  Weôre yet 

unsure how sound will carry through that building. 

Our general understanding is that children 8 years and younger use the childrenôs time, but in recent years the 

age has crept up higher. 

Letôs begin encouraging kids older than 8 to participate with their families or friends in worship; this may open 

the door for greater participation and leadership by our kids. 

Youth may occasionally be asked to assist the child care workers when the need is great. 

More News ... 

Envelope Reminders!! 

Please be sure to use your offering envelopes so that we are able to 
accurately record your offerings.  Currency placed in the offering plate 

without a name gets recorded as "Loose" and doesn't get recorded to 

anyone's individual records.  This is very important if you will be looking 

for 2009 annual contribution records early next year for tax purposes. 

Also, please write the amount enclosed on your envelope and include any 

helpful information (for example: Regular/$50, Lent/$5, Food Shelf/$25 

would clearly tell us how to record a gift of $80.00).  If you are in need 

of envelopes, let John Rader in the office know.   

Thanks for making the counters job just a bit easier...especially as we add 

several new counters into our monthly rotation! 

Welcome New Counters! 

We are in the process of bringing a number of new counters into the monthly rotation.  Please welcome (and give 
thanks for) Dona Varns, John Hanke, Kate Rime and Austin Tollerson, Megan Wolle and Mitch Helle-

Morrissey.   Please continue to direct inquiries about pledges or other questions to Diann Uzelac or Church 

Administrator John Rader because the counters don't have access to member records.  

Easter Caroling 

Join a caroling group on Sunday, April 19th as we head to the homes of our homebound members with the great 
tunes of Easter.  Weôll enjoy a light lunch at church and then head out for caroling around noon.  Come add your 

voice. 
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More News ... 

Our sympathy  
To Barb Olsson and family at the death of former Salem Pastor Barry Olsson.  After many years of health struggles, 
Pastor Barry died on February 27 with a memorial service held at Immanuel Lutheran in Eden Prairie on March 3.  

We give thanks for Pastor Barry and his years of ministry, and we offer our deepest sympathy to his family.   

 
To the Livdahl family at the death of Rogerôs sister, Amy.  We hold this whole family in our prayers as they 

celebrate Amyôs life and mourn her passing.   

 

To Orpha Rustebakke and her family as they grieve the death of Orphaôs brother Gene on March 29 after a long, long  
time with cancer.  We pray for their family and give thanks for Geneôs life.   

Congratulations, Reva Swanson! 

On March 21st, Salem member Reva Swanson received high honors and 
thanks as she soon concludes her service as 7th District President for the 

VFW Ladies Auxiliary.  Reva has been a member of the Ladies Auxiliary 

for 58 years and is a leader in volunteer services at the VA Medical Center.  
She has 3 grown children, 8 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.  

Congratulations, Reva, and thank you for your service!   

Germaine Stotz 

Walker Care Center 

3737 Bryant Ave. S., #205  
Minneapolis, MN  55409 

June Hanson 

2945 Lincoln Dr. #320 

Roseville, MN  55413 
651-628-3575 

Salemôs Discarded LBWs get a ñNew Lifeò 

Remember the well-used green Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW)?  Now we are using the cranberry Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship (ELW), but what happened to all the green books?  Itôs good news that our discarded LBWs will 

continue to be enjoyed and appreciated.  Salem has contributed our remaining LBWs to the Lutheran International 

Library Association Project (LILAP).  They likely will go to a music college in Nigeria to be distributed where 

needed.   

Marianne Forde, the coordinator or LILAP, thanks the friends at Salem for the 
gift of 172 LBWs.  She writes: ñYour gift is highly valued by the recipients, as 

theological materials are given a new life in the training of the next generation of 

church leaders.ò   

Shipping the LBWs is the biggest challenge for LILAP.  Forde hopes to send 
them in a container being purchased by Operation Bootstrap Africa.  The 

containers are shipped through Global Health Ministries.  Operation Bootstrap is 

struggling to pay for the container, the cost of which recently increased $6,000.  
If youôd like to help with shipping costs a contribution of $.50/pound, or $1 for 2 

hymnals) would be greatly appreciated.  Donations can be sent via Salem during 

the month of April noting clearly, ñLBWsò.  

Lutheran Study Bible 

We had a large response 
to placing a group order 

of the Lutheran Study 

Bible.  The order was 
placed on March 30.  

Watch for details of 

delivery and payment, 

coming soon, and get 

reading!   

Jim and Melissa Anderson, and family 

4413 Cedar Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN  55407 

Change of Address 

Over the last month, weôve learned of the following changes of address for members.  Soon a new directory will be 
published including new members as well.   
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Reaching Out 
Service, Justice, and  

Outreach Opportunities 

Serving at Simpson Womenôs Shelter 

Salemôs next opportunity to 
serve at Simpson Womenôs 

Shelter, 1900-11th Avenue, 

in south Minneapolis, will be 

on Wednesday, April 29th, 
at 6:15pm.  Watch for a sign 

up sheet at church for 

details, or contact Bonnie 
Ford at 612-810-8333.   

Gender Identities and Our Faith Communities 

On Saturday, April 25 from 9-Noon, the Human Rights Campaign 
presents a moving workshop on Gender Identity and Our Faith 

Communities.  Join transgender educator, Rev. Erin Swenson, in 

the journey from acceptance to advocacy on issues of gender 
identity and LGBT equality from a faith perspective.  Bible study, 

stories on gender identity, and advocacy curriculum are 

provided.  For more information or to register for this free 

workshop hosted by Edina Community Lutheran Church at 4113. 
W. 54th St. in Edina, contact Lauren Wendt at Lwendt@eclc.org or 

952-926-3808. 

Honoring Our Elders  

Want to worship with a cross section of the Salem 
community?  Honor our elders?  Hear updates about 

our congregationôs ministry and plans?  Fellowship 

together?  You of every age, plan to attend the next 
Honoring our Elders Service and fellowship time on 

May 3 at 2pm at Walker Care Center.  Watch for 

details and invitations, coming soon.   

ZOOM House Fundraiser 

This year, ZOOM House celebrates 10 years 
of "Investing in Futures and Transforming 

Lives."  ZOOM (Zion Originated Outreach 

Ministries), established in 1999, is a transformational housing program that 
assists single parents to move from the experience of homelessness toward self-

sufficiency, offering resources, guidance and support in their journey.  ZOOM 

House adopted the term "transformational housing" to emphasize that program 

participants, volunteers, community organizations and churches are equal 
partners working together for positive change. All are transformed in the process 

as we journey together in community. 

ZOOM House has created many transformational experiences for Salem 
members and visitors over the years. For many Salem members, ZOOM has been 
a place to serve and extend God's love to help others through volunteer opportunities!  For other Salem members, 
ZOOM has helped give them a stable, safe and affordable place to live, where they got on their feet and created positive 

change in their lives. 

To show our support and continue to help ZOOM serve our neighbors in need, please join other Salem friends on May 

2, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at Jax Cafe in NE Minneapolis for a fun-filled, exciting evening featuring dinner, entertainment, as 

well as a live and silent auction. Tickets are $50 for an individual. 

Another way to support ZOOM for their 10-Year celebration/fundraiser is to donate items for their silent/live auctions. 

All proceeds will be used to support the ZOOM House program and the families it serves.  Here are some ideas of items 
to donate to the silent auction: theatre tickets, sports tickets, restaurant gift certificates, bottles of wine, paintings, 

pottery, artwork, weekend getaway to a timeshare/lake cabin, and much more.  Be creative!   

 
For more donation information and fundraiser invitations, please check out the Salem information table or contact 

Kimberly Johnson 612-272-9300 or kjohnson4316@comcast.net.    
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Youth Ministry News 
Erin Davis, Youth Minister 

If you have questions about any of these events, please 

contact our Youth Minister, Erin Davis, for more info 

at 612.991.1607 or salemlyndaleyouth@gmail.com. 

Easter is coming! Easter is coming! And we have celebration plans in the making. Specifically, an Easter 

breakfast celebration! The youth group will be making caramel rolls at Jane and Jen's home on the Saturday before 

Easter from 1-4pm. Look for a note and phone call with more details. Easter Sunday breakfast will be served from 
9:30-10:30. Stay late (or if youôre going to Lyndaleôs service, come early) to congregate, eat, and celebrate the rising 

of Christ.  In addition to our homemade rolls, we'll have hand-decorated hard-boiled eggs, orange juice, and fruit. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

I have many thanks to give this month!! First, thanks to everyone who has participated in the Trinity of Giving 
campaign. Your donations have gone a long way toward helping us get to New Orleans. Next, thanks to Emily 

Chesley for helping the youth group make our festive New Orleans masks and to those of you who purchased them. 

Thanks also for the many pans of bars and cookies that were donated for the Tom Davis event. And finally, thanks to 
Kate Rime for being my Sunday youth group substitute in March so I could participate in my nephew's baptism. I 

can't say enough that the support of our congregations is vital, and both Salem and Lyndale are always willing to 

provide in so many different ways. Thank you, and thank you!    

Whatôs Going on in Sunday School? 

Kathy Hayden, Chair 

In March we escaped the winter chill and had a picnic lunch in the fireplace room then traveled to Midtown 

YWCA for a swimming party. There was lots of splashing, laughter, and socializing among the 16 children and 

adults. Li Livdahl is an instant swimmer, just add water. 

April 5th there will be no Sunday School. Children (and ideally their adults) will gather at 9:45am at the Lyndale 

Salem Church building for 10am palm waving and musical procession to Intermedia Arts.  April 12th Easter 

Sunday we have no Sunday School. On April 19th weôll go Easter Caroling.   

Reaching Out (continuedé) 
A Tribute to Katherine: Letting Her Light Shine 

Featuring: Storyhill, Romantica, Ann Reed, Teatro del Pueblo 
Sunday, May 3, 2009, 4:00pm - 7:00pm 

Grace Church, Eden Prairie, MN 

Headlines around the world told of the murder of 24-year-old 
Katherine Ann Olson, whose life was cut short while answering a 

Craigslist posting for a nanny job on October 25, 2007. 

Katherine, a recent St. Olaf grad, was the daughter of Pastor Rolf 

Olson from Richfield Lutheran in Minneapolis. 

The community came together to mourn, now it is time to come 

together to celebrate! A Tribute to Katherine: Letting Her 

Light Shine is a benefit concert to honor the life of Katherine 
Ann Olson through music and performance while raising 

$100,000 for the memorial scholarship in her name at St. Olaf 

College. All concert proceeds will go to the scholarship fund. 

Ticket prices: $18ðchildren and students; $25ðreserved seats; 

$35ðartistôs circle.  Order from www.concertforkatherine.com 

Calling all Knitters and Crochet-ers! 

This summer the ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly will be held in Minneapolis.  You 

are invited to create a prayer shawl in support 

of the decisions of the Churchwide Assembly 
for a welcoming and inclusive church.  Details 

and patterns are available on the sign up table.  

Talk with Kathryn Patterson (612-825-3837).  

Interested in knitting and crocheting with 
others?  Talk with Sarah Kunze.   


