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As I write this, a portion of our Youth Group is in New Orleans attending the ELCA Youth 
Gathering.  Itôs called Jesus, Justice, Jazz and is filled with times of service (our group is 

painting in a school), worship, music, interactive activities, bible study, education, and lots of 

togetherness.  How many young people are there?  37,000, yes, thatôs not a typo! 

On Sunday morning we prayed for our group in church.   Then on Monday morning, Eliza and 

I hung out with them as they joined a hundred-some youth from 11 churches boarding 4 buses 

for the 19 hour trip to New Orleans.  Was there energy in the air!   I celebrate the abundance of 

God in this moment!  I rejoice that for the first time in many years, we are sending youth to the 
gathering.   Iôm glad and grateful that our youth have committed themselves to be active, 

growing participants in the Salem and Lyndale community.  Iôm so very thankful that our congregations have stepped up 

to make ministry with youth a priority, to support our group with prayers and with generous, even sacrificial giving. 

During worship each week our youngest children add a liturgically appropriate ribbon to our ñribbon treeò (currently, 

this means a green ribbon).  As we do this we remember that in these summer months after Pentecost, weôre in the Green 

Season, the green and growing season.  For our children at Day Camp in July, for our youth in New Orleans, for our 

congregation, this is the green and growing season. 

My prayer for our youth and their adult leaders is that this time away changes their lives.  They may not come back 

reflecting on the experience in such a lofty way, but over the years, as they travel through school and think about whatôs 
next, I pray that it will shape who they become.   I pray that Christ works in them through the people they meet and 

serve.  I pray that the energy of the Spirit, buzzing in the air as they loaded those buses, is the same energy that gets into 

Salem and into the whole church as we are transformed for Christôs work in some really amazing ways.  Thatôs my 

prayer.  Itôs big, I know.  Thanks be to Godéfor faith, for you, for our youth, for it all.                 

          ðPastor Jen  

Whatôs happening August 16th?  

Worship and Corn Feed! 
Weôre joining Calvary Lutheran Church for worship at 
their site at 39th and Chicago on August 16th!  Plan to be 

part of this spirited day as we worship together at the start 

of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, dedicate our prayer 

shawls created for the assembly, and then enjoy corn on 
the cob, hot dogs, and great music. The musicians of our 

two churches will team up for a festive Sunday morning 

and afternoon. 
How can you be part of this? 

Corn husking help neededðcome around 8:30 or 9am. 

Choir voicesðcome for practice at 9am 
Gathering musicðpre-worship music at 10:15am 

Worshipðat 10:30am 

Corn feed, music and festivitiesðimmediately 

following worship! 

Our crew heading to the ELCA Youth 

Gathering in New Orleans 
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Salem News ... 

Development Update 

These hot summer months are coinciding with the hot months for our redevelopment process. 

Plans continue to be ñon-trackò for work to begin this fall.  We pray for this. 

Meetings were held in July with a smaller neighborhood Task Force and then the larger Community Issues 

Meeting. 

On July 23rd, the Whittier Alliance Board met to vote on the recommendations of the Community Issues 

Meeting. 

There is strong support for the plans for the ministry center and the neighborhood is saying clearly that they 

value and want the church in the neighborhood. 

There is support but also questions about he mixed use development that will include workforce housing, retail 

and parking. 

The architects and developers heard this concern at the end of June and adjusted the height of the building to 4 

stories.  This seems to address the concerns of many. 

More conversations will continue between the architects, neighbors, and developers, particularly about the design 

for the housing.  Ideally together the plans will be honed and strengthened. 

Historic Preservation Commission met in July and unanimously voted to support the demolition of the western 

portion of our land, including the 1938 addition (with the Tudor) that was in question. 

HPC values that we will be able to keep the 1904 building and some of the 1953 sections. 

HPC also stated that they see our problem (with an unsustainable big building) and our model for working 

through this as a possible example for many other churches. 

The next large meeting is August 10 at 4:30pm at City Hall.  This is a planning commission hearing. 

A RDF will be held on August 2 at 9:40am for discussion and updates. 

Please continue to pray for Salem, Lyndale, and our neighborhood as we walk this journey. 

Building Clean Out 

Help needed for clean out work inside 
the old Salem building.  Can you help? 

Work needed removing, moving, 

clearing.  The work is varied and there is 

A LOT of it!  Please talk with Church 
Administrator John Rader (612-872-

4650 or office@discoversalem.com) or 

Paul Wharton if you are available or 
interested.  Thanks! 

July BBQ 
We enjoyed a BBQ in early July.  The IA garage doors were wide open, the grill graced the sidewalk, and we enjoyed 

time engaging one another and our neighbors.  See you on August 12th for our next BBQ!   

BBQ (on August 12) 

G3, G cubed, as in Gabbing, Graffiti, and Grub 
Our next neighborhood BBQ will be August 12 at 

6pm right outside of Intermedia Arts.  Weôll 

entice the side-walkers with the garage doors 

open and the grill going.  Child care activities will 
be available.  Please bring a dish to share and sign 

up if you can help with set up or clean up.  Grill-

ables will be provided.  (What about a BBQ in 
September?  September 2, weôll do it again!) 
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Celebrating Our Generations: Honoring Our Elders and Listening to Our Youth 

More News ... 

A Note from Lily:  
ñIôm at home and feeling pretty well now.  
Thanks to all for your phone calls and cards.ò   

ðLily Hoskamer 

Lutheran Night at the Twins 

Congratulations! 

Salem folk, Paul West and Sheena Dean, were married on 
July 11 at the Heights Theater in Columbia Heights.  We 

give thanks for their marriage and pray for their love and 

life together.  Congratulations, Sheena and Paul. 

Mid -Year Giving Statements 

Mid-year giving statements went in the mail during the last weeks of July.  
If you have questions or concerns, please be in touch with Co-Treasurer 

Diann Uzelac at 612-728-3782 or uzelac1026@netzero.net or Church 

Administrator John Rader at 612-872-4650 or office@discoversalem.com 

Bible Study 

Together in Faith: Godôs Extraordinary Church is a Bible 
study based on our lectionary readings in Ephesians.  Join 

Gene Sandler for this study many Sundays in August 

(likely August 8, August 23, and August 30) at 9:30am in 
the Café at IA.  Books can be ordered (via Gene: 612-986-

5225) or materials will be available each Sunday. 

Day Camp Was a Big Hit in July!   
Children from Salem, Zion, Calvary, Our Saviourôs, and Little Flock enjoyed a 
week of day camp this July hosted at Calvary Lutheran at 39th and Chicago.  They 

were led by a spirited staff from Luther Crest Bible Camp near Alexandria.  Salem 

received a small grant from Minneapolis Area Synod to assist with the costs of 
this shared day camp.  Watch for more pictures and songs from day 

camp...coming soon!   

On August 9 at 2pm weôll gather at Walker Care Center Chapel (3737 Bryant 
Ave. S) for worship and fellowship.  This is a chance to gather our community 

across the generations.  It promises a chance for checking in, worship with 

communion, and stories and pictures from the Youth Groupôs recent time at 

the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  Please plan to attend.  If you 

need a ride, contact Linda Hanson at 612-869-3990.  Help needed to provide fellowship treats, sing in a choir, provide 
transportation, and help with worship. 

Want to head to a game?  
Lutheran Night at the Twins is 

Wednesday, August 26, game 

time 7:10.  Will you go?  

Would you organize our 
group?  Hope to see you at the 

game.  More details to come. 


