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Taking Advent to Heart

AMy heart shall sing of the day you bring. A
Wi pe away all tears, for the dawn dr aws nea@ka

-Canticle of the TurningMarty Haugen
Adapted from Marybds -50ng

As a kid | perfected the art of anticipation and spent Christmas Eve eagerly awaiting the sound of

reindeer prancing on our roof. Now days, | 6ve come to sa
season of Advent. The four Sundays of Advent (literally,
about anticipation, preparation, waiting, yearning, hoping, making a space for the birth of the

Christ child in our lives. An entire season meant for the holy -practice of preparation 0 | need that

long! | yearn for the intentional, counter -cultural reason to slow down and focus on the Prince of

Peace when everything around me screams speed -up, buy -more.

Where anticipation could quickly turn to anxiety, Advent truly invites us into the Spirited, trusting

patience of Mary and the prophets. Webre not waiting for
the life transforming, world transforming gentle power of our God who comes to us as a babe

ready to turn the world on end. How are you making space
itdéds anticipation on many fronts: our uncertain economy,
congregation, more time in the Awildernesso, generous and
renewed space and ministry, good news for our redevelopment of the ministry center. | invite you

into the practices of Advent: pause, check out the Adven
Gospel, sing some carols, make an Advent wreath or light kitchen -table candles, enjoy the

Christmas story, worship together d Sundays or Wednesdays, carve out some time for intentional

preparation for Christmas and giving. This Advent | give thanks for you and for your faithfulness.

The blessings of the Christ  -child to you.
g y d Pastor Jen

Advent and Christmas at Salem

Advent is the season of the church year when we prep
of the season is blue and advent wreaths and the deep yearning for Emmanuel (literally, God with us) mark
the days leading to Christmas.

How will you prepare?
O Wednesday Evening Advent Services begin Dec. 3rd at 7pm. We 61 | u
this simple, reflective pause in the midst of a busy season.

O Would you light the adventcandles dur i ng wor ship? Sign up i f you
with a friend, as a family).

O Advent Festival will be December 7th with a noon potluck and 12:30 making of advent wreaths.
O We 0 | ¢arolmg to our homebound members on December 7th at 12:30. Come and sing!

O Our Sunday School children will sell their Christmas crafts on December 14thd proceeds to Heifer
Project.

O The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 21st during a 10:30am service with Lyndale
UCC. We will hold only one service on the 21st.

O Advent Devotion books are available at church for each household

O Minneapolis Synod Bishop Craig Johnson invites each of us to read the Gospel of Mark during
Advent, one chapter at a time. See later article for details.

O Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship  will be at 4pm in the sanctuary. Invite a friend to join you for
worship.
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Salem News

ReDevelopment Update

What else is happening? gx

L

The Lyndale Green project (thatdos the name for t
property at 28th and Lyndale) was ranked first by Met Council and awarded at an $850,000 grant for the
development. This will significantly help the workforce housing and allows the project to continue in a timely
fashion-a big show of support!

In November geothermal testing was done at the Salem site. The testing included a well drilled 200 feet down
and recording of information from the depths to determine if it is a good site for geo thermal heat. Results? It
is a fAbetter than averageo site! This gives the
aspects of the project. The picture below is the testing apparatus and generator.

The timeline includes more meetings with the neighborhood and city with demolition of the west side of the
property anticipated in July 2009, and then building of the housing and retail as well as the Ministry Center.
Move-in to the Ministry Center is anticipated for Augigtptember 2010. The shared Ministry Center for
Salem Lutheran and Lyndale UCC will be in the Salem sanctuary structure on the east side of our property.
The Development Team is working with the architects and Brighton Development to keep costs low and
manageable for our budgets.

Watch for an opportunity in January or February to meet the staff from Brighton Development and Kim
Breitheim, our architect from LHB Architects.

A purchase agreement is in the fina

stages of negotiation for the f ZECLER
Lyndale UCC building. SYSTEMS

Currently, we 6 d
the end of March.

If this schedule holds, Salem and®
Lyndale would anticipate moving @
during March 2009.

Pastors Don and Jen have been busy.
talking with landlords about
potential sites for our partnered
congregations -d
betweent i me 0 ( Marf ch
August/September 2010, hopefully).

The list of potential sites is being narrowed and the Partnership Team is looking at the options, anticipating
visits to a few sites and eventually an opportunity for the congregations to check them out. Ideally things will
be firmed up in the coming month or two.

Lyndale UCC is beginning to assess their belongs in preparation for the move (do you remember this?!).

Salem will be organizing for the move in the new year as well. A move for Salem is considerably easier since
we brought essentials and minimal storage items to Lyndale UCC.
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More News ...

Honoring Our Elders
Oon Al | Saintsd Sunday we gathered with
many of our homebound member for
worship and fellowship.

Clockwise, from piano:
Betsy Keno and the choir;
Chuck Sasse and
Germaine Stotz; Jill Davis
and Pastor Jen; (middle)
Marian Engman; Myrtle
Johnson, Florence
Jennings, Mayme Larson;
John and LaVina Giinther,
Bob Shorten, and Kathryn
Patterson.



