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The Push and Pull of Advent  
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There is a strange push and pull around this time of year.  Target and all the rest have already 
put out the Christmas-fixings, surely weôve seen them whether or not weôve imbibed.  ñReady 

or not here it comes,ò they sing.  ñYou need this,ò they warn, lest your holidayðor that of 

your children or your childrenôs childrenðlack love or meaning or memories.   

If thatôs the pushðand itôs a strong one, needling us from every possible angle, the pull comes 

with Advent. We could too easily forget that there is a season that comes before Christmas 

(and itôs not Halloween).  Our season of watchful waiting and faithful preparation is Advent: 

four weeks long, blue in color, candles and calendars, Advent devotions and midweek 
services, reflective, anticipatory, expectant, yearning, hoping, preparing.  Advent is our pull to 

slow down, to savor, to not simply say, òJesus is born,ò but to search our hearts and our world 

that we will know why we cry for Jesusô birth and the deep goodness and radical change his birth brings.  

Now, donôt get me wrong, I shop at Target, I canôt help but listen to the Christmas muzak, I feel this push.  AND I invite 

you to join me in this counter-cultural time of waiting, preparing.  In these last years we at Salem have honed our waiting 

skills as our redevelopment demands Advent-like patience.  Iôve been practicing tooéfirst for Elizaôs arrival in our 

family, then for the ELCA votes, now for the implementation.  What kind of waiting are you doing? For clarity about a 

decision?  For a relationship to grow?  For health to return?  For exams to be complete?   

I appreciate the way that Advent makes our everyday waiting holy, sacred.  Advent reminds us of our deep yearning 

flowing like an underground river, pulling us to Jesus, to the source of our life and our hope.  I invite you to practice 
Advent this year, to join in our activities and worship at church, and to create your own practice at home.  Here are some 

ideas: 

Light advent candles, mark the days and weeks, read or sing together. 

Give thoughtfully and intentionally, of yourself and your gifts. 

Worship together on Sundays, on Wednesday evenings (7pm in the Gallery). 

Share meals (Sunday, December 6th is an opportunity for a potluck brunch at Kate and Austinôs). 

Have fun (come caroling on the 13th, enjoy the Christmas Program on the 20th). 

Prayé Pray for all the waiting: creationôs groaning, justice to-be, grief to lighten, hope to return.. 

With each one of these practices (and there are surely more), there will be the push of the hubbub saying, ñNope, too 

busy,ò and always the pull of Jesus saying, ñI am coming again to be born in you!ò  May the pull win the day.  May our 

Advent waiting be rich.  May the birth of JesusðEmmanuelðfill you with hope and life.   

ðPastor Jen  

Advent Evening Services 

Join us Wednesday evenings in Advent 
(December 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd) at 7pm in the 

Intermedia Arts Gallery for a short evening 

service:  beautiful, reflective, a pause in the 
midst of a busy season.  Holden Evening 

Prayer will structure our time.  If youôd like to 

be a reader or a cantor (leading the sung 

liturgy), please sign up at church.   
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Salem News ... 

Development Update 

We await the decisions of the city of Minneapolis Affordable Housing Trust Fund and the state of Minnesota.  

With these funds, Brighton Development seeks to fill a funding gap for the affordable housing.  Decisions will be 
announced in January, though we may hear more in December.  Please include this process in your prayers. 

The Design Team is working hard, focusing much on our sanctuary spaces.  Their action includes visiting a 

number of local worship spaces to see what works and doesnôt work. 

Salem and Lyndale will be assessing two different contractors during December.  The Design Team and then 

Partnering Team will guide this process. 

Annual Meeting likely will include actions to formalize our next steps. 

A real estate closing likely would happen in Aprilðthis would officially sell the western portion of our land, 

giving us revenue to pay off our current mortgage and pay for our 1/2 of the Ministry Center cost. 

Work on the Ministry Center (demolition and then re-use) would happen after the closing as well. 

It is still anticipated that we could be in the re-newed space in the fall of 2010! 

We are guardedly optimistic, plan-ful, prayer-ful, and hopeful. 

Next RDF will be December 20th at 9:30am 

Annual Meeting 

Mark your calendars:  Annual meeting 
will be on Sunday, January 31st.  Weôll 

share worship with all the people of 

Salem and Lyndale UCC, feast on a 
potluck meal, and then meet as a 

congregation.  Important votes are 

expected as we look toward the sale of 

part of our land and ministry center 
plans.  More information to come.   

Please plan to attend!    

December ñOrgan Fundò-raiser 

Are you interested in helping to set aside the funds 
needed for the eventual re-installation of the organ in 

our future ministry center?  During December, 

Thrivent Financial will match your gift (up to the first 
$1300 received by Salem) dollar for dollar.  If your 

passion is good organ music please consider making a 

contribution on or before Sunday, December 20th.  

Please be sure to note: ORGAN FUND on your check 
or make a similar note on your envelope. 

ELCA Town Hall Forum On -Line 

Want to hear more of what is happening in the 
ELCA?  Join a town hall forum with Presiding 

Bishop Mark Hanson on December 6th at 4:30pm.  

See www.elca.org <http://www.elca.org> for details. 

Post Churchwide Assembly é 

An invitation to a reception: 

Sunday, December 6th 

St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church (100 N. Oxford St., St. Paul) 

Refreshments and visiting begin at 6:30pm 

Reflections and where we go from here at 7:10pm 

In the wake of the historic vote at our ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

in August, you are invited to a reception and celebration!  Sponsored 

by Wingspan Ministry and Lutherans Concerned/Twin Cities. 

Welcome New Members 

In December, the Salem community will 
welcome 8 new members.  Watch the 

next Salem Scene for more about each 

of them and their desire to be part of the 

body of Christ at Salem.  Welcome!   

Potluck Brunch at Kate and Austinôs Place 

Looking for community and a chance to get to know one 
another?  Come to a potluck brunch noon-2pm on 

December 6th at Kate and Austinôs home (2845 Colfax 

Ave. S., #105,  612-827-2772).  Theyôll provide the 
space, everyone provides the food, weôll claim some time 

together!  Sign up if youôre coming! 
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More News ... 

ñReaching Beyond the Wood and Stoneò 

As the Scene goes to print, we are wrapping up our November focus on Stewardship.  Our theme this year is 
Reaching Beyond the Wood and Stone, from the 4th verse of the hymn All Are Welcome (ELW #641).  Thanks to 

many who have already made a commitment to supporting financially the ministry of God through Salem in the 

coming year.  If you havenôt yet made a commitment, please prayerfully consider doing so.  It is helpful if these can 
be turned in by December 6th.  If you are interested in giving electronically, please indicate this on the pledge form 

and more information will be provided.  Through this month, many in our community have shared their 

stewardship stories of the gifts theyôve been given and how they give back.  Special thanks to those who have 

boldly shared:  Paul Wharton, Diann Uzelac, Sarah Kunze, Deb Geelsdottir, members of the Youth Group (Ian, 
Quinn, Luna, Alexys, and Youth Minister Erin), Harrison Kropelin, Denny Lutgen, Megan Wolle, and Emily 

Chesley.  Thank you in advance!   

Even more Salem Saints  
In the November Scene, we inadvertently left off our list of Salem Saints (those from Salemôs rolls who have died in 

the past year) two people.  Our apologies.  We give thanks for these men, their faith, and their eternal rest: 

+Jim Kelley+ 

+Laron Honn+ 

January 17th Adult Ed:  

ñListening In, Behind the Tuneò 

 David Weiss describes the writing in his new bookðessays, poems, and hymn textsðas an attempt to put words to 
the music he hears in his heart, a clear melody that he calls ñthe tune of a Welcoming God.ò On Sunday, January 

17th, David will join us for a conversation about his journey as a GLBTQ ally, his vocation as a writer, and his 

sense of the tune that fills his heart. He'll also share some of his thoughts about the frontiers of welcome as growing 

edges for the church as a whole. Copies of his book, To the Tune of a Welcoming God, will be available for $15.  

David will be our preacher that morning as well.  

Advent Caroling on December 13th 

Come one, come all, come kids (perhaps in animal costumes) 
and adults (winter coats are just fine) for a fun afternoon of 

caroling as we visit a few of Salemôs homebound members.   

December 13th 
Bring a lunch or grab something quick 

Weôll leave at 12:15 from Intermedia Arts. 

Carpooling planned. 

Bring a plate of cookies to share with those we visit. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Join us for Christmas Eve Service on the 24th at 4pm.  This 
will include plenty of carol singing, candles, the nativity 

story, and will be child-friendly.  Lyndale UCC will hold 

their Christmas Eve Service at 10pm.  Both will be at 

Intermedia Arts.   

Christmas Program Day 

One service on December 20th at 10:30am, fellowship follows.   

Stewardship 2009 
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Reaching Out   Service, Justice, and Outreach Opportunities 

More News ... 
Art and Faith Celebration  

"The New Renaissance Rising" 
Arts Summit was held on 

November 21st at the Sistine 

Chapel at the Vatican.  It 

gathered 500 artists to celebrate 
the strong tradition of art and 

faith, and to see where the new 

renaissance will lead.  In 
conjunction with the summit, 

around the worldðand, yes, 

even at Salemðgatherings and 

services were held.  Thanks to 
Salem member and artist Emily 

Bread for the World  

An update on our fall Bread for the World offering of letters:   

We were writing to encourage the support of S.1524, the Foreign Assistance 

Revitalization and Accountability Act of 2009.  In committee, 14 senators have 
supported it, and 3 have not.  Bread writes, ñThis is a significant first step in 

reforming U.S. foreign assistance and a major milestone for our 2009 Offering 

of Letters.ò  In the house, support continues to grow and President Obama has 
ordered a presidential directive to begin the process of developing a national 

strategy for our foreign aid.  Your prayers and continued support are welcomed.  

Thank you!   

25th Annual Homeless Memorial March and Service 

On December 17th the community will march and gather to name those who have died while homeless in the past 

year.  This is a moving and often eye-opening event.  Please consider attending. 

5pm March begins at the Hennepin County Government Center 
6:30pm Service of remembrance at Simpson Methodist (28th Street and 1st Ave.) 

7:30pm Community Meal at Simpson Shelter in the church 

Details at http://www.simpsonhousing.org/memorial/index.html 

Javier, our strolling minstrel, 
serenades our community art 

project participants, and uses his 

amazing musical gifts! 

Musicians practicing at the Art and 

Faith Celebration 

Taking Heart: Muslim Christian Meal and Conversation 

You are invited to the next gathering for food and conversation with our Muslim and Christian sisters and brothers.  
This event will be on Thursday, December 10th, 6:30-8:30pm at the Masjid at the Muslim American Society (4100 

E. 66th Street, Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076).  The theme will be Healing, and will be lead by Lyndale member 

Larry Pray, and Mohamed Abdurahman.  Child care is provided.  A free-will offering helps cover the cost of the 
meal.  Sign up at church or contact Allan Henden of Lyndale UCC, ajaj5520@msn.com or 612-490-8935. 

Chesley for taking the lead and welcoming the wider community!  More 

information at: http://thenewr.org/ 
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Zoom House Christmas PartyðMany ways to be involved! 
ZOOM House is the transitional housing program at 33rd and Blaisdell with which Salem partners.  Their Christmas 
Party is coming up on Thursday, December 10th, 6:30pm-8:30pm at Zion Lutheran Church (33rd and Pillsbury).  

Here are some ways to be involved.  Please sign up for what you can do and let us know if you have questions:   

Plan to attend the party on the 10th.  Itôs a great chance to meet the families, enjoy a meal, sing some carols, 
and get in the spirit.  Yes, we hear Santa is coming.  Children are welcome.  Set up, clean up help needed, too. 

Bake bars/cookies-18 doz. needed. 

Donate mittens/gloves.  29 or more pairs needed, sizes: adult, children, toddler. 

Adopt-a-family.  See list for specific needs and wishes for a mom and her two children. 

Reaching Out   
  Continued... 

Zoom House Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are a vital part of making ZOOM House the place 
for transformation that it is.  There are a number of ways in 

which individuals and churches can become involved: 

Welcome a new family with groceries, flowers, or small 
gifts for children  

Provide Leadership on one of our committees  

Provide holiday food baskets  

Organize a community event  
Teach a class  

Clean apartment units prior to move-in of new residents 

Light office work  
Provide Birthday Bags for children  

Call us with your own ideas!  612-825-2825  

Zoom House Update 
ZOOM is at full capacity with 10 
Transitional Housing Families, 6 

Affordable Housing Families, and 6 

Market Rate Families.  
ZOOM helps families build relationship 

skills within their family system and 

within the larger community  

3 parents are enrolled in school - 2 in 
community college and 1 in high school  

3 parents who are employed, 1 parent is 

on maternity leave, and 2 families are 
working on  family stability   

A few of the great students involved with Bread 
and Belonging, the Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Sunday evening meal and gathering.  During 

November, Salem served a meal and enjoyed eating 
with the students.  Wonderfully, this meal is shared 

between the Lutheran Campus Ministry and the 

Episcopal Campus Ministry. 

Lutheran Campus Ministry  

Simpson Womenôs Shelter Meal 

Salemôs next opportunity to serve 
at Simpson Womenôs Shelter 

(11th Ave. and 19th Street in south 

Minneapolis) is December 26th.  
Yes, thatôs the day after 

Christmas and a special time to 

be with the guests at the shelter.  If youôll be in 
town, Bonnie Ford invites your participation.  

Please sign up now at church.  Bonnie Ford can 

be contacted at 612-810-8333.   
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Sunday School and Christian Ed News   
 

Throughout the month of December and into January, our Sunday School rotation focuses on the birth of Jesus.  

Using study, games, science, art, cooking, and video, the kids are learning about the birth of Jesus from many 

angles.  During this period, the kids also will be practicing for the Christmas program.  Practice dates are set for 

Sunday School time on December 6th and 13th, with preparations on the 20th.  The Christmas Program is during the 

10:30am worship on the 20th.  All of 
Salem and Lyndale will worship together 

in the theater that day (no 8:30am 

service).  This is a great day to invite 

family and friends to worship and prepare 
to be delighted!  The Christmas program 

is called Greyhound Nativity.  You are 

encouraged to bring cookies and fruit/
veggies for an after-church time of 

fellowship.  There is no Sunday School 

on November 29th (Thanksgiving 
weekend) or December 27th and January 

3rd (Christmas break).  Thanks to Allan 

Henden, Vicki Keck, and Sheena Dean 

for leading our Christmas Program, and 
always to our Sunday School teachers.  If 

you have questions, please be in touch 

with Kathy Hayden at 612-209-9515 or 

KathSpirit@aol.com 

Youth Ministry News 
Erin Davis, Youth Minister 

If you have questions about any of these events, please 

contact our Youth Minister, Erin Davis, for more info 

at 612.991.1607 or salemlyndaleyouth@gmail.com. 

It's Christmas season! And with that, of course, 
comes the Christmas pageant. This month the 

youth group will be practicing lines, putting on 

their stage make-up, and learning about caring for 
others during this Christmas time. Along with the 

other Sunday school classes, they'll be performing 

this year's Christmas pageant on December 20th. 

Come enjoy the talents of our teenage thespians! 

As we look forward to the new year, we are 

focusing on an important theme - Service! What 

can we do for others in our church, in our 
community, in our world? We'll serve at Simpson 

shelter, participate in Feed My Starving Children, 
and brainstorm other ways we can give our gifts, time, and money to the larger communities around us. Have ideas for 

things we can do? Let Erin know. 

Blessings on your new year! And as always, we are thankful each day (and especially during this holiday season) for 

the lively and faithful congregations who support us. Hallelujah! Christ is born!  


