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Let It Shine!  

 

Newsletter of Salem English Lutheran Church   Late January-February 2010 

Last Wednesday (January 6) marked the light-filled day of Epiphany when our tradition 
celebrates the magiôs arrival.  This Sunday we heard again of Jesusô baptism with that 

powerful declaration, ñYou are my beloved.ò  These weeks to come are filled with 

epiphaniesðbig and smallðrevelations of Godôs glory made real all around us (are you 

watching? listening?). 

Around our house there are a few songs that get much play (play, that is, from the parentsô 

vocal cords):  The Wheels on the Bus, a certain adaptation of Little óLiza Jane, and the classic 

spiritual This Little Light of Mine.  Iôve come to believe again in ñThis Little Light of Mineò 
as I sing and rock in Elizaôs shadowy bedroom.  My favorite verse is ñAll through the night, 

Iôm gonna let it shineéò  Like Eliza, I need to hear over and over again that through these dark nights, and even cold 

and dark days, our light still shines, or more truly, Godôs light still shines through us.   

We at Salem await word from the city and state about grant requests for a final piece of funding needed for the 

affordable housing, and consequently for our ministry center to move forward as well.  Weôd hoped this would be 

revealed in January, now weôre told February.  These delays make me weary and I know this waiting is taking its toll on 
each of us.  There is something right about waiting for news in a season so aptly named Epiphany.  Yes, things will be 

revealed, not always in our time, not always in the ways we expect, but they will be revealed and Godôs great story of 

life and love will keep unfolding.  

As we wait for this revealing, hum a round or two of This Little Light of Mine and take heart in that promise that we, 

too, are the Beloved, letting our light shine as best we canéall through the night, all around the world!  See you at the 

Annual Meeting.   

ðPastor Jen  

Ash Wednesday and Lent 

Ash Wednesday this year falls on February 17th and 
marks the start of our Lenten journey toward the 

cross.  Ash Wednesday service will be held at 7pm 

in the Gallery, with a brief service at noon as well.  
These services will include confession, the 

imposition of ashes, and Holy Communion.  During 

the weeks of Lent, we will gather for Lenten 

Services each Wednesday evening at 7pm.  Watch 
for more details of this reflective time. 

Annual Meeting on January 31st 

Salemôs Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 
31st at 12:30pm.  Please attend the meeting as we gather to 

celebrate the past year and make decisions (budget, 

leadership, ministry plans) for our mission in the coming 
year.  As in past years, Salem and Lyndale will share 

worship and a meal, then part ways for our respective 

meetings.  Child care will be available from 10:15am-the 

conclusion of the meetings.  Note:  On January 31st, there is 
no Traditional Service, Sunday School, Youth Group, or 

Adult Ed.  Here is the schedule for the day: 

 
9:45am  Gathering Fellowship 

10:30am Worship in the Theater 

11:45am Shared Meal 

12:30pm Annual Meetings 

Christmas Caroling 

(See more on page 4.) 



Salem Scene 

2 

Late January-February 2010 

Salem News ... 

Development Update 

We continue to await word on two particular affordable housing grants.  One is from the city, the other is from 

the state.  Monies from these grants would be used to fill a final gap in the funding for the affordable housing. 

The City of Minneapolis recently delayed announcement of these grants until February.  Our project, as well as a 

number of others, awaits this word to move forward. 

During January, Salem and Lyndale leaders met with Peggy Lucas and Jesse Osendorf, of Brighton 

Development, and Kim Breitheim, our architect from LHB.  The meeting clarified the next steps in the process 
and underlined Brightonôs commitment to assist the churches in completing our Ministry Center. 

If the grants come through in February, some months will be needed for more detailed architectural plans and 

permits.  In the spring, Brighton would buy the western portion of Salemôs property.  Salem and Lyndale would 

begin abatement in the sanctuary parcel as well as structural work on the building exterior.  Demolition of the 

western portion would make way for the new affordable housing and retail.  Salem and Lyndale would begin 
renovation of the sanctuary building. 

With Brightonôs guidance, Salem and Lyndale leaders are interviewing contractors who bid on the Ministry 

Center redeveloment (Watson Forsberg and Prime) and will likely bring forward a contractor for vote at the 

annual meeting.  This decision would be contingent upon the successful grants and project moving forward. 

Salem and Lyndaleôs governance documents are being drafted by a small group (Paul Wharton, Linda Hanson, 

Michael Vanderford and Kris Maul).  These will be available to the congregations for discussion in the coming 

month. 

The Design Team is working hard to envision how our sanctuaries will function as sacred and usable space.  

Theyôve visited many churches in the area, taking pictures, learning about what is working and not working for 
these congregations. 

ReDevelopment Forums are scheduled for January 24th and February 21st. 

Your prayers are vital as we seek the Spiritôs way in this process. 

The Lutheran 

Each month many members of Salem receive The Lutheran Magazine, a great way to stay connected to the wider 
ministry of the ELCA close to home and around the world.    Salem values this magazine and the cost of providing the 

magazine is part of the operating budget for Salem. 

If you arenôt receiving it, and would like to, contact the church office. 
If you are receiving it and would rather not, contact the church office. 

If you would like to donate the cost of providing a yearôs subscription (at our group rate), the cost is around $13.00; 

this can be given to the church, memo: The Lutheran.  Thanks! 

Giving Thanks for the Stewards! 

Thanks to the many who estimated giving commitments for 
the coming year.  In a challenging economy, weôve been 

able to maintain our giving in a healthy way.  If you did not 

have a chance to make a pledge and would like to, please 

contact the church office.  Situations change and with them, 
sometimes we are not able to maintain our commitments as 

anticipated.  If you need to make a change, please speak with 

Co-Treasurer Diann Uzelac (612-728-3782).  2009 giving 
records for tax purposes will be sent out during January.  If 

you have questions or corrections, please be in touch with 

Church Administrator John Rader at the church (612-872-

4650).  Offering envelopes are now available at church.  If 
youôd like yours sent by mail, call the church office.  Thank 

you for supporting Godôs ministry through Salem. 

Reconciling in Christ Festival Worship 

Join other RIC congregations and Lutherans for 
this yearôs RIC Festival Worship: ñComing 

Whole, Coming Homeò on Saturday, January 23rd 

at 4:30pm.  Worship will be held at Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church at 2730 E. 31st Street in 
Minneapolis; the Rev. Brad Froslee of Calvary 

Lutheran (Mpls) will preach.  Come for the 

worship and stay for light supper and rich 
fellowship! 

 

Will you be part of a strong Salem contingent at 

this service?  Plan to attend!  Seeking: One 
person from Salem to carry a banner.  Talk to 

Pastor Jen if this is you. 
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More News ... 

Javier Padron 
Sponsor: Matt Potts 

ñI was born and raised in 

Miami, Florida.  I came to the 

Midwest to experience new 

things and meet new people.  
I chose the Twin Cities, 

Minneapolis particularly, 

because of the healthy and 
rich arts scene and diversity.  

I found out about Salem from 

a friend who took me here 

one Sunday morning.ò  

Sheena Dean and Paul West 
Sponsors: Barb and Roger Livdahl 

Paul: ñI grew up in Oconomowoc, WI, moved to Madison, WI, and then to 

Minneapolis in July of 2001é  I enjoy Spyhouse Coffee, video and board 

games, almost any form of art, listening to/playing music, reading/writing, 

laughing with friendsé Spyhouse Mocha is yum.ò 

Sheena:  ñIôve lived in Minneapolis my entire life.  I spend my time acting 

and reading.  Iôve been coming to Salem for just over a year with my 

husband, Paul, who I married in July.ò 

Get to Know Our New Members! 

On December 13th, the Salem community welcomed a cadre of folks into 

membership.  This was a time for these new members to publicly make a 

Chris Wogaman 
Sponsors: Lynn Mickelson and Sherry Kilburn 

commitment to being part of Godôs mission through this congregation, and for the Salem community to make a 
commitment to nurturing  the life of faith with these members.  This is a gifted and creative group and we welcome 

them warmly.  Here is a bit of introduction to help us get to know one another better.   

Peder Hagen 
Sponsor: Jan Olson 

ñI am from Mankato, 

and I moved to the 

Twin Cities when I was 

18.  I lived in group 
homes for over four 

years, then I moved to a 

mor e independent 
location [in Whittier 

Neighborhood].  I draw, 

sing, pick berries, create worlds, and I love 

being with my dogs in Mankato.ò   

Antone Melton-Meaux, Ava and Xavier 
Sponsors: Kathy Sievwright, Corinn and Cassie,  

as well as Paul and Jill Livdahl, Quinn and Li 

Antone, Ava (5 yrs.), and Xavier (5 mo.) are fairly 

ñOriginally from East Grand 
Forks, MN, I moved to 

Minneapolis in May, 2008, after 

completing preparation for 

ministry in the ELCA at Yale 
University Divinity School/

Institute of Sacred Music and 

Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Berkeley, CA. For 

over three years, I have  been 

waiting for my first call as a 

Lutheran pastor, and I am currently Office Manager at 
First Christian Church, Minneapolis.  Iôve lived in such 

varied places as Wisconsin, Germany, Manhattan, 

Greensboro (NC), and in Episcopalian Monastery in 

upstate NY.  I am on the Board of Lutherans Concerned/
Twin Cities, am a singing member of the Twin Cities Gay 

Menôs Chorus, and I enjoy genealogy, piano, writing, 

cooking, and walks around the lakes.ò 

n e w a r r i va l s  t o 
Minneapolis.  Antone 

enjoys time with his 

family, running, jazz 

music, and James 
Patterson novels. Ava is 

a budding singer, piano 

player, and dancer.  She 
also is a terrific soccer 

player.  Xavier enjoys, 

most of all, time with 
his mom and sister.  The 

Melton-Meaux family is 

thrilled to be part of 

Salem! 


