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Grace Enough 

 

Newsletter of Salem English Lutheran Church   July 2009 

ñMy grace is sufficient for you.ò  --2 Corinthians 12:9 

ñYes, we understand, and we support this plan.ò  Three times they asked and three times in 

words something like this the answer was given.  That was the grace I heard that day in early 

June.   

Pastor Don and I have gotten used to meetings at City Hall and the Government Center.  We 

speak if weôre asked, but most of the time, I put on my clergy collar, we look as official as we 

can muster, and we watch the proceedings unfold, ñwitnessesò, if you will, as the 

redevelopment project is discussed and monies are allocated.  Surely grace is always present, 

but honestly, thatôs not usually what comes to mind.   

This time it was grace that I saw as the Hennepin County Commissioners met.  After a mix up, the affordable workforce 
housing that will be at 28th and Lyndale (next tot he ministry center at 28th and Garfield) wasnôt slated for some 

$600,000 of housing grants weôd been expecting and needing in order to break ground yet this fall.  What to do?   

Our developers started working, our County Commissioner Gail Dorfman clarified the project with her colleagues, and 

these government leaders figured out an alternative way to divide the available money.  Catholic Charities expects to 
break ground on a project next year; could a portion of their funds be shared with this project?  ñYeséwe support this 

plan.ò   Those were the simple words of grace, three times, from the Catholic Charities spokesperson.  An amended 

resolution was passed that offered the needed funding:  $600,000 for the workforce housing on 28th, and $700,000 for 

the Catholic Charitiesô project with the hope that theyôd receive the remainder in next yearôs funding cycle.   

As we left that day my deepest sense was grace: weôd been given a gift of grace by Catholic Charities, and indeed these 

creative leaders, who worked out a solution that worked for many.  Thanks be to God for this grace, for it is sufficient for 

this day, and God promises enough for tomorrowéfor Salem, and for each of us                

          ðPastor Jen  

ELCA Youth Gathering  

Over 37,000 Lutheran youth (and a couple from the UCC) and 
adults will gather in New Orleans for the ELCA Youth Gathering 

July 22-26.    From Salem and Lyndale eight people will add to 

this number.  Their time will include a day of service, worship and 

Bible study, a big focus on our call to justice, great jazz, and 
plenty of fun together...all in New Orleans.  Check out the details  

Read more in the Youth Ministry News on page 6. 

Summer BBQs! 
G3, thatôs G cubed, or Gabbing, Graffiti, and Grub.  Join us for some fun gabbing with new friends and old, amid the 
graffiti at IA, over some great grub.  This year our BBQs will be held outside at Intermedia Arts in the parking lot and 

front, with the garage doors up.   

6pm on July 1, August 12, and September 2 
Bring a side dish to share. 

Grillables will be provided. 

Invite a friend or two or three. 

Sign up if you can help with set up or clean up. 

for their final fund-raising push, and consider coming to see them off when the bus leaves on Monday, July 20th at 
9:30am at University Lutheran Church of Hope.  We give thanks for the opportunity and pray for their time!  

 



Salem Scene 

2 

July 2009 

Salem News ... 

Salem Fundraising of New Worship Center 
Paul Wharton, Salem Council President  

The Lyndale/Salem Partnership team met June 18 to discuss possible cost overages and funding for the new Worship 
Center in the old Salem building. The team met with Brighton principle, Peggy Lucas, and their project manager, Alexis 

Racciatti to hear Brightonôs perspective on project viability given the current economy, review progress on 

neighborhood approval, city/county funding and overall project costs. The team agreed that we can proceed with the 

project and stay within our proposed budget (Salemôs half = $1.4 M, covered by the sale of the land). In order to achieve 
our goal, we will look at many avenues for cost cutting, reuse of existing materials/furniture and competitive bidding to 

bring us to our budget.  

Clearly God is watching over us and guiding this project. So far key funding and governmental approvals have fallen 
into place. We still have hurdles to clear, but we believe we can overcome remaining obstacles. While no one can predict 

the future, we will trust in God and move forward. If economics change, or unexpected costs arise, we may still need to 

consider future fund raising, though it is not our current plan. With your prayers and support, we look forward to an 
exciting ministry for Salem. 

Development Update 

In June, Salem and Lyndaleôs mixed-use project (the retail, housing, and parking), called Lyndale Green, came 
before the Whittier Alliance Community Issues meeting.  This was an information session and focused primarily 

on the housing and retail elements along Lyndale Avenue and 28th Street.  There was good discussion, some 

concern about the height of the building, and suggestions about the overall look.  The architects and developers 

will use this input as they finalize plans. 

During late May and June, we have been gathering zoning signatures.  A zoning change is necessary for the 

western plot of land.  It has been R2B (residential, probably a hold-over from days prior to the church) and needs 
to become C1 or C2 (a commercial zone that allows for mixed-use development).  This zoning signature process 

has yielded good conversations with many neighbors and is going well. 

The Cityôs Historic Preservation Committee is again studying our project, concerned that the 1934 middle 

addition could be historic.  This process will play out in the next months. 

The Design Team is hard at work with the architects for the best possible ministry design within a budget.  Talk 

with Paul Livdahl, Design Team lead for Salem, or Myra Urness, Dona Varns, Sarah Kunze, or Paul Wharton if 

you have questions. 

There will be another Ministry Center Forum for the two churches on July 12th.  Come at 9:30am or at 11:45am 

for updates and discussion. 

If all goes as hoped through the city and funding process, we will be ready for demolition in September.  This is 

nearly on schedule with the projection two years ago. 

Lyndale Green received $600,000 of Hennepin County housing funding in June. 

PLEASE ATTEND:  We are on the July 13, 6pm, Whittier Alliance Community Issues agenda.  The 

meeting is at First Christian, 1st Ave. and 22nd St.  This is a crucial meeting for the neighborhood will vote 
on the project.  Please plan to attend to show you support, and if you live in Whittier (Lyndale to 35W, Franklin 

to Lake) to vote (bring ID and a utility bill).   And again, please plan to attend! 

Ministry Center Forum  

On July 12th, there will be a Ministry Center Forum for 
information and discussion between the two congregations 

and the Design Team leaders.  Two similar forums will be 

held on the 12th, one at 9:30am and one at 11:45am; please 
attend whichever is most convenient.   

Reconciling Lutherans 
In late June, many signed up at church adding 
their names as Reconciling Lutherans.  Itôs 

not too late.  Read over the materials at http://

www.lcna.org/reconciling_lutherans.shtm and 
consider signing.   
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A Note from Evan Varns in Iraq 

Just thought I'd drop a quick line to let you all know that things are OK here in Iraq.  We've been "in country" here 

for almost two months, and the band is doing its job playing for the troops and hopefully providing them with some 

inspiration and a little bit of ñhomeò.  As you can imagine, it's ridiculously hot here; the average high temperature is 
around 115, and though most of Iraq is desert, where we are is actually quite close to the Persian Gulf, so we get a 

lot of the humidity as well.  All things considered, though, it's not as bad as it could be.  I got to see the Ziggurat near 

the city of Ur (Abraham's birthplace, if I remember correctly), and it's humbling knowing we're walking the same 

ground I've read about in the Bible so many times.  A lot of the Biblical history in Iraq centers around Baghdad, 
which was the center of Babylon, but there is a lot of history near Basra as well, much of it dealing with the Diaspora 

of the Jews and the reputed location of the Garden of Eden, among other things.  I know I don't have to ask, but 

please continue to pray for us and for our safe return. God's peace be with you all.  
Take care! 

ðEvan Varns    

More News ... 

A Note from Orpha Rustebakke 
Special thanks for all the prayers and support received with the passing of my brother Gene Carlson, and to Roger 
Livdahl & Harrison Koepelin for so kindly helping to get my car started after church when it was still so cold out. 

ðOrpha Rustebakke 

Our Sympathy, Our Prayers  
éAs we celebrate these loved ones and mark their eternal life:   

To Holly Benson and Matt Potts, as they grieve the death of Hollyôs father during June.  

To Cora Peffer and so many who mourn the death of Coraôs son Steve Peffer after a long battle with lung cancer.  

Steve was 58 years old and is survived by his wife Maryann, his mother Cora, brothers John, George, and David, 

three adult children, and grandchildren.  His brother Charles died in 2006.   

To Jan Olson and her family as they grieve the death of Janôs niece.  

Congratulations, Pastor Doug Holtz! 

Doug Holtz was ordained at Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in LaCrosse, WI on Saturday, June 27th.  

During his seminary time, Doug was a contextual 

education student at Salem and soon will begin a call 
as Pastor at a church in Pennsylvania.  Notes to Pastor 

Doug can be sent to their home in LaCrosse: 2107 

Sisson Dr., LaCrosse, WI  54601-6825 

Congratulations! 

Claire Kirchhoff and Matt Huntstiger 

married in Milwaukee on June 20th.   

Transitions! 

During June, Bob Shorten has undergone 
significant back surgery and continues to recover 

and deal with pain.  He is now at Golden Valley 

Care Center, 7505 Country Club Dr., Golden 

Valley, MN  55427.   

Pam Schwartzrock is learning more about a new 

diagnosis and welcomes your prayers.  She is at 

Ebenezer Care Center, 2545 Portland Ave., 

Minneapolis, MN  55404.   

Doris Delude has moved from Ebenezer 

Apartments to Walker Care Center.  Her new 
address is:  3737 Bryant Ave. S, Minneapolis, 

MN  55409 

ONE Service on July 5thé with a Baptism! 
If you are in town on July 5th (yes, the day after fireworks for many), join us 
for worship at 10:30am.  We will have simply one service that morning as we 

worship together and celebrate the Baptism of Eliza Grace McBride Nagel.  

A time of fellowship will precede and follow worship.   
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More News ... 
Contribution Statements 

Semi-Annual Contribution Statements will be distributed mid to late July reflecting giving activity through June.  If you 
have any questions about your statement, please contact Diann Uzelac 612-728-3782 or uzelac1026@netzero.net or John 

Rader at the church office 612-872-4650 or office@discoversalem.com. 

A Survey is Coming! 

Parents of Sunday School children and teachers, watch the mail for a 
survey evaluating our joint Sunday School and Childrenôs 

Community Time (child care during 10:30 service) program.  The 

move to Intermedia Arts has presented challenges and we need to hear 
from you what is working and what needs work.  There had been 

hope of June forum to share these impressions, but coordinating 

schedules in the summer proved difficult.  This survey replaces that 

forum.  Please send back your survey, ideally, by July 4th.  Thanks! 
Sale! 

The Sale held at the Salem building at 
28th and Lyndale in June net $825 for 

Salem with a few more large items yet to 

be sold.  Thanks to many, many who 
pitched in to help with set-up and day-of 

tasks, and to Jim Anderson and Matt 

Potts who coordinated (beginning with 

building clean out in the fall).  Also, 
thanks to the alumni group from 

Augsburg College who assisted with 

pricing and added their expertise in 
managing large estate sales.  Way to go!   

Outside Worship on July 26! 
On July 26th IA will be abuzz with Fringe Festival and weôre heading 

outside for worship and a meal.   

Outdoors at the Salem building at 28th and Lyndale 

One service on July 26th at 10:30am. 
Parking available in the Salem lot. 

Visits into the building will be possible. 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket for sitting (some chairs available, too). 

A potluck picnic follows, watch for details. 
Thanks to Salem Council and Transformation Team for organizing 

Invite a friend! 

Monthly Financial Statements are posted 
on the bulletin board just outside Pastor 

Jen's office.  They are posted immediately 

following approval at the monthly Church 

Council meeting.   
Thank you for your faithful giving.   

ðDiann Uzelac, Co-Treasurer 

Church Camping ð July 17-19 
April Conlee 
Do you like to eat s'mores around a campfire, listen to the call of the owl, and to spy fireflies or stars? Then come 

camping in the company of fun folks of Lyndale and Salem, Friday July 17th through the 19th at Baker Park, 35 

minutes west of church.  We have the Half Moon group camp site to ourselves for the weekend, with access to a 
swimming beach, fun playground, bike trails, and boat landing.  Please bring food for yourself and a dish to share for 

Saturday night.  We will have a gathering time Sunday morning for reflection, prayers, and singing.  People are 

welcome to come the whole weekend or just for the day or evening.  Please contact April Conlee at (612) 724-7142 or 
conlee2@earthlink.net to RSVP or if you have questions.  Camping equipment is available if needed and we can also 

try to arrange for carpooling.   

Honoring Our Elders 
Plan for the next Honoring our Elders gathering on 
August 9th in the afternoon.  This time will be 

shared with our youth and all ages.   Watch for 

details.   

Prayer Ministry  
Are you called to a ministry of prayer?  Would 
you consider being part of a Prayer Ministry Team 

at Salem?  Give some prayer to that question, and 

talk with Pastor Jen if this is of interest to you! 
Thanks, Linda and Myra, for so faithfully counting the offering. 
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Salem at the Pride Parade on June 28th! 

Churchwide AssemblyðAugust 17-23 
Next month, the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly comes to the Minneapolis Convention Center August 17-23. 

Volunteering: 

You are invited to volunteer at the assembly.  There are two routes for volunteering:   

1. Be one of more than 1000 volunteers assisting with the assembly through the ELCA (everything from 

worship support to hospitality to registration to serving as pages, ushers, and door monitors).  Registration 
due by July 1 and available at church or on line at www.mpls-synod.org/news/elca_assembly.html.   

2. As a member of a Reconciling in Christ congregation, volunteer with Goodsoil.  Goodsoil is a collaboration 

of organizations working for the full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and their 
families in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  Volunteer information and registration is 

available at www.goodsoil.org, or talk with Pastor Jen.   

Calling all Knitters and Crochet-ers! 

Itôs not too late to create a prayer shawl for the Churchwide 

Assembly this summer in support of a welcoming church.  Shawls 

are being collected at Salem and will be dedicated in August prior 
to the assembly.  Patterns are available.  Questions?  Talk with 

Kathryn Patterson at 612-825-3837.   

Goodsoil Worship 

You are invited to a large, festive worship 

service on Wednesday, August 19th, during 

the assembly at 7:30pm at Central Lutheran 
Church, downtown.  

50 Days of Prayer 

Beginning June 29th, 50 days prior to the start of the assembly, individuals, groups, and congregations are invited 
into daily prayer for the work of the wider church and the assembly.  Information to guide our prayers is available 

at church. 

Taking Heart Muslim -Christian Partnership Picnic 

July 26, 2009, Sunday, 5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Lake Nokomis Main Beach area, 5001 Lake Nokomis Pkwy. W, Minneapolis 

Come and renew friendships and meet new friends in our Taking Heart Partnership at our 4th summer 

picnic.  This is a "potluck" picnic dinner:  each family or individual is asked to bring a food dish to share to serve 
approximately 8 - 12 people.  You can bring a main dish, salad, fruit, vegetables, drinks, or dessert.  Please label 

your food dish, so we know what's in it (some folks have food allergies or cannot eat certain foods for religious 

reasons).  There may be some grills available, but if you would like to grill, bring a portable grill and charcoal just 

in case. Feel free to contact Allan Henden, Lyndale United Church of Christ and Taking Heart planning group 
member, for more info:  ajaj5520@msn.com or 612-490-8935. 

Reaching Out   Service, Justice, and Outreach Opportunities 

  Zoom House News! 

The Fifth Annual ZOOM House Fund Raiser was held 
on May 2, 2009 at Jax Café in Northeast Minneapolis. 

This yearôs fundraiser was a huge success as we raised 

just over $16,000. 
During the month of May, two senior students from 

Blake School completed their senior projects at ZOOM 

House. One of many projects they worked on was 

creating a library for ZOOM House residents (children 
and adults).  If you have new or gently used books for 

children and adults, please consider sharing them with 

ZOOM House.  
The ZOOM House Annual Summer Picnic will be 

Saturday, August 8 at Como Park.  Please mark your 

calendars.  
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Youth Ministry News 
Erin Davis, Youth Minister 

If you have questions about any of these events, please 

contact our Youth Minister, Erin Davis, for more info 

at 612.991.1607 or salemlyndaleyouth@gmail.com. 

This is a big month for many of our youth group members. This month we head out for the Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. We're packing up our Bibles, our shorts, and our sunscreen, and slapping on our excitement and 

openness to head south. We are ready to receive the Spirit. We are ready to spread the word. But I bet you're wondering 

what's happening. Here are the answers to some recent FAQs. 

Do you have enough money? 

We're getting close. With the help of a $700 scholarship grant from the Minneapolis Area Synod, we have raised just 

over $4,000 toward our original $5,000 goal. With the addition of one more participant (Rejene Giinther from Salem), 

we need to raise an extra $500. This leaves us with $1,500 total left to raise. If you're thinking that it might be hard to  

raise that in one month, you're right! See the next FAQ. 

What fundraisers do you have left? 

We have two main fundraisers left. First, we are renting our youth out as workers...to YOU! Each youth is donating 10 
hours of their time to perform service for you. Do you need your house cleaned? Do you need windows washed? A room 

painted? Lawn mowed? Cars washed? For just a $10 minimum donation per hour, you can rent a youth to come help you 

out. Need two or three? We can work it out. With seven youth at $10 dollars an hour for 10 hours, we are  hoping to 

raise another $700.  

Our last fundraiser is to bring you with us to New Orleans! We want YOU to walk with us on our journey. For the 

Sundays in July leading up to the Gathering, we will be selling paper feet after church. Buy a paper foot for $3, and you 

can write your name and a well-wish or prayer to show the youth that you are walking with us on this exciting journey. 

Keep an eye out after church. You don't want to miss out. 

When do you leave and return? 

We leave from University Lutheran Church of Hope (601 13th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414) at 9:30 AM on 
Monday, July 20. The total bus ride time is 19 hours, not including food and bathroom stops. We will arrive in New 

Orleans on July 21, take a tour on July 22, and then get started on the Gathering. We will return evening-ish on Monday, 

July 27. Feel free to come see us off on the 20th! We love the support! 

Where in New Orleans will you be? 

We are staying at International House Hotel. The Gathering mostly takes place at the Superdome and the Convention 

Center. LOTS of walking. GoogleMaps it. 

What can we do for you? 

Lots of things! If you have a few extra pennies lying around, please donate. Every little bit helps. And of course, pray! 

All prayers for a safe, healthy, accident-free trip help. If you want to send us off, please come to church (either the 8:30 

or 10:30 service) on Sunday, July 19. You'll get the chance to offer your blessing and wish us well as we head out on this 

exciting journey. Keep asking questions, and I'll keep sending out information! 

Two more things you should know: 

1. The July 11th bowling event is going to be postponed until after the gathering. Stay tuned. It's going to be great. 

2. August 9th we are having a joint Honoring Our Elders service and Youth Gathering celebration. Come to honor 

Salem elders, eat, be merry, and hear about the trip. Pictures, pie, and fun. Don't miss it. 

Summer Arts Slam 

Nothing to do July 6-10? Try out the Summer Arts Slam hosted by Our Saviour's Lutheran, Mt. Olive Lutheran, 

and Messiah Lutheran Churches. Ask Erin for registration info. It's FREE! 
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CALENDAR
 

Wed.  7/1  6:00 pm  Summer BBQ, or G3 
Outside at Intermedia Arts  

(garage doors open) 
Saturday 7/4 Happy 4th of July! 

        

Sunday  7/5  9:45 am  Fellowship 
 7/5 10:30 am Worship with Baptism 
 7/5 11:30 am Fellowship 

Wed. 7/8 5:30 pm Transformation Team  
     at Sandy Blockôs Home 
Thursday 7/9   7:00 pm Partnership Meeting  
     at Myra Urnessô Home  

        

Sunday  7/12 8:30 am  Traditional Service 
 7/12 9:30 am  Fellowship/Bible Study &  

     Ministry Center Forum 
  7/12 10:30 am Jazz Service 
 7/12 11:30 am Fellowship 
 7/12 11:45 am Ministry Center Forum 
Monday 7/13 6:00 pm Whittier Alliance Meeting  
    at First Christian 
 7/13-7/16 Day Camp at Calvary Lutheran 
Thursday 7/16 6:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting 
 7/16 6:30 pm Church Council Meeting 
 7/17-7/19 Church Camping with Lyndale UCC  

Sunday  7/19 Youth Send-Off During Services 
 7/19 8:20 am  Hymn Sing 
 7/19 8:30 am  Traditional Service 
  7/19  9:30 am  Fellowship/Bible Study 
  7/19  10:30 am  Jazz Service 
 7/19 11:30 am Fellowship 
Monday 7/20 9:30 am Youth leave for New Orleans from 
    University Lutheran Church of Hope 

 7/20-7/27 Youth at Youth Gathering 
 7/22        ~ REMINDER  ~    Scene Additions Due  

Sunday  7/26  9:30 am  Fellowship/Bible Study 
  7/26  10:30 am  Outside Worship at 28th & Lyndale 
 7/26   11:30 am  Potluck Picnic 
 7/26   5:00-7:00pm  Taking Heart Picnic at 
          Lake Nokomis Main Beach 
Monday 7/27 Youth Return from New Orleans 

Cinema Revolution Moves into IA 

An arts organization with a retail component moved 
into the upstairs (loft) at Intermedia Arts (IA) at the 

end of June.  Cinema Revolution Society 

www.cinemarevolution.org is a new organization 
whose mission is to invigorate film culture in the 

Twin Cities.  They are working with IA on a new 

film series called Revolution Reel and have a DVD 

rental component.  The store hours will typically be 
noon-10pm everyday but Sunday 1pm-10pm (check 

it out after worship).   

When the store is open, the building will be open.  
If you need to access the church offices, this will 

add convenience, though Salem staffing remains 

part time in the office.  

Bible Study in July and August 

Join the Sunday morning Bible Study beginning 
July 12 and running through August between 

services at 9:30am.  Gene Sandler will lead this 

Book of Faith study.  This particular study will 
coincide with the Sunday readings during this 

period and is called:  Together in Faith:  Godôs 

Extraordinary Church, Studies in Ephesians.  Talk 

with Gene for details and materials.   

Worship with Calvary Lutheran  

Mark your calendars for August 16th when we 
share worship with the people of Calvary Lutheran 

at 39th Street and Chicago Avenue, celebrating our 

common ministry, dedicating prayer shawls, and 
praying for the ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

(begins the following day).  A corn feed will 

follow worship.  Watch for details.     

Day Camp 

Day Camp begins in just two short weeks.  As in 
past years, we are sharing our Day Camp with 

other local congregations (Our Saviorôs Lutheran, 

Calvary Lutheran, Lyndale UCC, Zion Lutheran, 
and others).  Luther Crest Bible Camp staff will 

lead our day camp and the days will include 

programming led by the staff as well as afternoon 

outings.  Salem received a $450 grant from the 
synod to assist with costs.  Here are the details: 

National Night Out 
Will you join your neighbors for National Night Out?  
Itôs coming up on August 4.   

July 13-16, 2009 

9am-4pm, families with young kids may choose 

to participate in morning only. 

At Calvary Lutheran (39th Street and Chicago 

Ave.) 

4 years old-6th Grade 

Volunteers and helpers needed (you pick the 

times) 

Cost is $10 per child, donations welcome, 

scholarships available 

Registration and health forms available at church. 


