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Faithfully and Flexibly

iYou are welcome to take what ever prayer
worship leader at a service | attended last week during meetings and a retreat wi
Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries community. | glanced around the circle as a couple p
dropped to their knees, others of us leaned forward elbows resting on our legs, heads bowe
sat upright hands open, still others stood. Posture is on my mind the€e paaigaps a bit
physical posture (Astand up straight, do i
posture, the attitude, the perspective of our living.

Lent is beginning, the world economy is persistently headline news, Salem and Lyndale UCC are gearing up for a mc
(we hope) to interim space, and my family is beginning a new chapter as my spouse concludes her current pastoral

and we get ready to welcome a foster baby into our |
and preaching and trying to |ive: AFaithfully and f
and yet so much uncertain. Faithfully and flexibly i
understand it all. I dondét have to be in controa of

inter-dependent sisters and brothers sharing the planet, | must do my best to practice faithful, trusting, wise living, and
the same time recognize the necessity of flexibility. | suspect this is contotiéive in these anxious days when we are
quick to clench our fists and tighten our grip. A faithful and flexible posture affects the gentleness with which we lov
each other through challenging, demanding times. It affects the justice we seek and our willingness to dare practice it
affects how open we are to look beyond ourselves to the needs of others. It is, | believe, an appropriate posture for
Lenten season when we are reminded again of our mortality (ashes to ashes) and the steady, gentle strength of our S
on the road to the cross. I n these challenging tei me
you to join me in whatever posture you choose, and |
thanks for you and for this community, and | hold you (and your posture) in my @ayens we covenant to pray with

and for one another, and our world.

o0 Pastor Jen

Lent and Easter at Salem

e Our journey toward the cross begins witsh Wednesdayon February 25.

e Wednesdays in Lent{March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1) 7pm Worship Service using Holden Evening Prayer. Simple,
engaging, beautiful, reflective. People in the Salem community will be sharing a reflection each week around the
scripture and the hymn theme Al Want Jesus to Wal k

e Bread for the Worldable prayer cardsare available for your use during Lent.

e | f you didnét Maetk 6as otHahsepcéa evenaf yau did),ch Lenten reading guide is
available.

e Lenten devotion booksfrom Luther Seminary and the Western Mission Cluster are available at church.

e Palm Sundayon April 5 will begin with a palm procession (palms, banners, a lively Jesus puppet from Heart of
the Beast Theater) and singing from Lyndale UCC to Intermedia Arts. Salem and Lyndale will worship together
that day at Intermedia Arts.

e Maundy Thursday Holy Communion ané&ood Friday Worship. Time and location of services to be announced.

e EasterSunday ONE festive Salem fiSunrised service at 8: 3
musicians and all the traditional hymns. A continental Easter Breakfast will follow our worship around 9:30am.
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Salem News

Moving Plans

March 2009

+ In the midst of Lent, Salem and Lyndale are preparing for a move to an inte
location (ideally for 1 1/2 years) at Intermedia Arts at 2822 Lyndale Ave. S.

¢ I ntermedia Arts states its mi ssi on
under standing among people through
visual art, digital art, literary art, and the community. Their website i
www.intermediaarts.org

¢ Salem and Lyndale will be renters in the Intermedia Arts building with officq

¢ This move is necessitated by the good news that there is a purchase
agreement for Lyndale UCCOs bt
financing the future shared ministry center at 28th and Lyndale.

¢ In this economy, bank loans are not a given. New Wine, the
church planning to buy Lyndal e¢
full loan amount they need. Problems with this process could
delay the scheduled real estate closing on March 31.

¢ Recognizing this precarious timing, Salem and Lyndale step ahead
faithfully and flexibly as we plan for a move around April 1.

+ All hands will be needed for packing days on March 21 and March
28, as well as for the move itself and settling in at Intermedia Arts
in early April.

¢ A storage unit will offer needed storage space for the churches during the interim time.

¢ These times of transition are fraught with emotions of all sort$rafsition Forum will be held on March 8th at
9:30am for people of both congregations to share about this process.

¢ Salembébs |l eadership is committed to our Lenten wal k
See notices for services and special plans around this time.

¢ Salem and Lyndale are and will share this journey publicly through press releases, pictures and invitations to othe

¢ Lyndale UCC will host a special service on March 22 at 10:30
as they prepare for the transition. This will be followed by
fellowship time. You are invited to participate and help with t
event. They hope that past members, neighbors, and comm
members will join the current community for this important time

¢ Salem will mark the change during our worship services
March 29th (the final Sunday in the building) and then with t
Lyndale community as we venture on April 5th Palm Sunday
Intermedia Arts.

¢ Please pray for our communi-t
these times of change and transformation.
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More News ...

ReDevelopment Update

e Development plans for the ministry center and affordable housing continue steadily. The current economic
situation is daunting, but at this stage all is moving forward. The Salem and Lyndale Partnering Team oversees
this process.

e Details about the ministry center are addressed
architects Kim Bretheim and Andy Madson.
e The Design Team is co |l ed by Paul Livdahl of Sal e

members are Dona Varns, Myra Urness, and Sarah Kunze and Paul Wharton, representing the forme
Development Team

e The Design Team solicits your feedback and ideas, please talk with them, or fill the suggestion box. .

e TheMarch 15th Ministry Center Conversation at 9:30am is an important opportunity for the people of
Lydnale UCC and Salem to offer questions and ideas in a conversational setting.

e Demolition is still scheduled for this summer with mémenticipated in August/September of 2010.

ELCA Sexuality Statement and Recommendations

& 1U THGIP
AN
On February 19, the ELCA Task Force on Human Sexuality released a Sc «, ‘ ‘ i
Statement on Sexuality and recommendations that will be voted upon at the EL; . £ g -
Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis, August-23, 2009. There has been muckz

press concerning the statement and recommendations. Some aspects reflect s‘; % QU :)a

Salem has already taken, some fall s @ N\ V 23l e m¢
Reconciling in Christ Congregation welcoming people of all sexual orientations ¢ ;W g
gender identities into the life and leadership of this congregation. While making . .._ AMER}

strong public welcome, Salem is actively engaged in the wider conversation. Please take time to acquaint yourse
with the statement and recommendations. They can most easily be found at: http://www.elca.org/faithfuljourney.
Paper copies are available at <church as well. Pl e
guestions or concerns about this process.

Transformation Team
I n February Kathy Sievwright and Pastor Jen repr es

Johnés Lutheran on Nicollet Avenue. Over the | as
Synodds Making a World of Difference campaign, St .
ministry. The funds came from a bequest | eft by a
century. The meeting offered an opportunity to th
years and to share Salembés journey in transformati c
i ke St. Johnés are essential to this transformati
the Spirités work, and the willingness of congregat

Two Salem Members Deploying to Serve in Iraq

Evan Varns wil/l depl oy to Iraq on Me
Sarah will deploy on March 2. The Salem community surrounds Evan and
Sarah with our prayerséprayers of toF

‘ N their safety, prayers for courage and health in the challenges and blessings they
will face, and prayers for a day when peace will reign in our world. We also

minclude in our prayers those who r el
t ot her children EJ, Katie and Hilari e
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More News ...

Address Changes

Some in the Salem community have recently moved. Their current addresses are
l'isted bel ow. Visits, not es, and phone calls are
Watch for a new Salem Directory in the coming months.

Audrey Fox Vivian Gustner Germaine Stotz
3737 Bryant Ave. S., 5th Floor 6501 Woodlake Dr., #420 3737 Bryant Ave. S, #203
Minneapolis MN 55409 Richfield, MN 55324 Minneapolis MN 55409
6128256565 6128664722 6128778625

Congregational Toolkit 2

Dr. Peter Steinke is an expert on congregational systems and
leadership. Last year a number of Salem leaders attended a
Minneapolis Area Synod session on congregational
leadership. Again this year, Dr. Steinke will be presenting on
March 7, 8:30armoon, at Westwood Lutheran Church in St.
Louis Park. The focus will be on congregations during
anxious times. A few Salem leaders plan to attend. If this
catches you attention, come along! Please let Pastor Jen
know if you will attend.

Lutheran Study Bible

iAugsburg Fortress announces the publication of t
Study Bible. This exciting new Bible features the NRSV translation,

as well as introductions, notes, and articles written by over sixty

Lutheran pastors and teaching theologians. This resource is designed

to invite readers to experience the Bible and its message through solid

background material, unique Lutheran insights, and opportunities for

faith reflection. Readdiriendly, inviting, and engaging, this is the

perfect study Bible for both youth and adults who want to encounter

Scripture in a fresh and new way! o

Discounts are available for hard and soft cover bibles when they are
ordered in quantities of 10 or more. Salem hopes to place a quanitity
order. With this discount, hardcover bibles will be around $25 and

paperback around $19. The list is beginning. Please contact the

church if youdbéd |i ke to order one (or more) and pa

exact amount will come soon.



