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A few months ago I came through the TSA security check at a large airport with a small train of 
gray plastic security bins filled with shoes, a winter jacket, computer, and, the standard quart size 

zip-lock of toiletries.  Thatôs when I spied a sign Iôd never before seen, and havenôt since: 

ñRecombobulation Area.ò  I paused, mentally grabbing for vocab words, then laughed aloud at 
this new word, opposite of  discombobulated. Yes, I was feeling discombobulated with the rush of 

the airport and all the traveling paraphernalia spread before me, and, yes, a little re-

combobulationðright thereðmade so much sense.  That simple airport area with tables for re-

stowing stuff, and chairs for getting shoes tied was a needed place of grace. 

Salem Lutheran and Lyndale UCC are in our own states of recombobulation as we mark one month of ministry in the 
Intermedia Arts building.  Just five weeks ago as we planned for the move, we still werenôt sure if the real estate closing 

for Lyndale UCCôs building or the move would happen as scheduled.  Things worked out, miraculously, and dozens of 

people from each church and the community pitched in to make the hours of sorting, packing, labeling, moving, and 

unpacking fun, and, at times, even light.  Thank you!  Through the weeks of discombobulation and recombobulation we 
finished Lent, held a lively Palm Sunday procession from one worship site to the next, began learning together how we 

can do ministry in this new space, and celebrated the resurrection feasting at Holy Communion and then at the Easter 

Breakfast prepared and served by our youth. 

The Spirit is present in all of thisðof that I am certain:  in the nutty discombobulated times and the so-needed 

recombobulation moments.  God is at work in our lives, in Salemôs life, and in our world.   

At our house, weôre in that discombobulation-recombobulation cycle as this week we welcomed Eliza Grace into our 
family through adoption.  Just as we were preparing to welcome foster kids, in mid March, an adoption through LSS 

became a reality.  The usual patterns of life are being dramatically juggled and we are just beginning to fathom how to 

love in this new way.  In this Easter season, recombobulation has its place in our resurrection story.   The empty tomb 

transforms the chaos of our world with life that trumps even death.  For this, I am grateful.  For this, we give praise.  In 
these next weeks I look forward to some additional family leave time, and Iôm expecting moments of utter 

discombobulation, as well as the new life and grace of recombobulation.  In the midst of it all, I pray for a 

recobobulation area and the blessingsðlarge and smallðthis brings in each of our lives.  During April, I have been 
moved time and again by the prayers, support, regular giving, and presence of the Salem community.  God is up to 

something at Salemðthese are mighty exciting times to be the church!               

          ðPastor Jen  

Honoring Our Elders ïMay 3rd  

Whatever your age, you are invited to participate in this special service honoring the elders of our congregation 
and celebrating the gifts of God in the community.  Please talk with Jill Davis (763-477-3337) or Linda Hanson 

(612-869-3990) if you have questions, need a ride, or would like to participate.   

 What:   A worship service and fellowship in honor of Salemôs elders 
 When:   May 3, 2pm 

 Where:   Walker Care Center Chapel, 3737 Bryant Ave. S. in Minneapolis 

 Who:   Everyone of all ages 

 Why:   Because weôre created for praise and created for community, so letôs do that together! 
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Salem News ... 

Life at Intermedia Arts  

Thanks to many from the Salem community who 
pitched in to help make the move from Lyndale UCC 

to our interim home at Intermedia Arts smooth.  We 

did it!   

Comments were heard that after a while people 

couldnôt tell who was from Lyndale UCC and who 

was from Salem.  We were simply working together.  
Thatôs good news!   

Special thanks to Jan Olson and Mary Patterson for 

organizing us!   

During these weeks of April we have practiced new 

routines for our community.  Thanks be to God for 

flexibility!  

There is concern that sometimes it is hard to hear in worship, especially in the Gallery where street noise is 

present.  A mic system is being explored for use in this worship space.   

The lights in the Gallery space are being adjusted so the lighting will be better.   

There will be some experimenting in the Gallery space to find ways of better ñfitting inò as our community 

continues to grow.   

There is work being done on ñsignageò to make us more visible outside and more hospitable inside. 

Salem and Lyndale will continue to rotate space for worship and other activities.  Here is where weôll be through 

May:   

Salem worship (Traditional and Jazz)ðTheater 
Lyndale worshipðGallery 

Youth GroupðGreen Room (behind the stage) 

Salem Adult Edðwest end of the Café 

Lyndale Adult EdðGallery Pit 
Sunday SchoolðClassroom, Conference Room, Church Office 

Childcare during WorshipðClassroom and Conference Room 

Where shall we park?  Here are options for parking on Sunday mornings:   

Intermedia Arts (IA) lot that we access from Lyndale Avenue 

Lot at old Salem (until construction begins later in the summer and fall)  
IA lot off of Aldrich Avenue (may access from Aldrich, or, if unlocked, through a large gate from the main 

IA lot nearest the building) 

Lot just north of IA on Aldrich Avenue (behind Hagenôs).   

A bulletins board for Salem business (council minutes, notes to the church, etc.) is located near Pastor Jenôs 

office.  The IA bulletin boards near the restrooms includes community news, newsletters from other churches 
and much publicity received by Salem.  Metro Lutherans, devotional books and more can be found on the 

newspaper racks in the Café at IA. 

As questions and concerns arise, please talk with Salem leaders to help us strengthen our ministry during this in-

between time.   

ReDevelopment Update 

The Design Team is hard at work receiving feedback, and addressing the needs of the congregations.   

This month and next the project is going through the city process. 

Obtaining Zoning approvals is underway. 

Paul Livdahl is Salemôs lead for the Design Team.  He can be reached at 612-600-1681. 

The next ReDevelopment Forum is scheduled for May 17 at 9:40am. 
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Welcome, Eliza Grace! 

Pastor Jen and Jane welcome Eliza Grace McBride Nagel, born on 

the evening of April 22.  She was 7 pounds and 20 inches and is 

doing well, as is her birth mom, and her new moms.  Jen notes, 
ñThanks to the Salem community for so much support and the many 

prayersðwe can feel your love.  We look forward to introducing 

Eliza to her new community in the coming weeks.ò   

More News ... 

An Invitation to an Art Show: Jazz Beat 

Emily Chesley, an artist and Salem member, is showing her paintings on the subject of Jazz at a local coffee shop.  
You are invited to stop by and see them!  The show will be up at the Beat Coffee House, 1414 W 28th St. from 

April 20th - May 25th.  An artist reception will be held at the Beat on Wednesday May 6th, 6-9pm.  The reception 

will include guitar music by Javier, an occasional guitarist for Jazz Worship.   

Pastor Jen and the council have agreed on six weeks of family leave to be taken in a number of short blocks.  
During early May, Jen will be at home with her family.  Salemôs wealth of worship leaders will be helping with 

worship.  Pastor Don of Lyndale UCC is checking Salemôs voice mail and is available as pastoral care needs and 

other questions arise.  He can be reached at 612-825-3019.  Also, talk with Salem Church Administrator John 
Rader, and other leaders as needed.   

May 17th 

May 17th is the last day of Sunday School this year.  Our worship that Sunday will be simply one service shared 

with the people of Lyndale UCC and all the people of Salem at 10:30am.  A picnic potluck lunch will follow.  

Please sign up indicating what you will bring for the potluck.  Many thanks to the Sunday School teachers from 
each congregation who are a vital link in sharing the faith with our children.   

Palm Sunday Processional 

View the video recorded by Channel 4, posted on YouTube 

by Scott Rusten. The video can be viewed on our website,  

http://www.discoversalem.com/pages/news.php    


