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Every Sunday as the offering is invited or lifted in prayer, we say something like this:  

ñAll of life is a giftðour time, our possession, our relationships, our money, our 

talentsðwe give back!ò  This simple, profound truth is at the heart of our Christian 

identity (itôs all a gift), and itôs at the heart of our stewardship focus this fall. 

Stewardship Time...We give back! 
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V In worship over four weeks, weôll hear from 12 (WOW) members of the Salem community as they reflect on 

how they use the gifts God gives.   
V During Adult Ed  on November 9th weôll talk together about what stewardship means for us from a 

biblical and practical perspective. 

V This month weôll have an opportunity to estimate our giving to the ministry of God through Salem 

for the coming year (this helps the congregation in budget planning.) 

V On November 16th during worship weôll receive these giving estimates as part of our offering. 

V November 23rd after each service weôll celebrate the gifts (all of them) weôre given.  Weôre calling 

this ñThanksgiving, Thanksgiving, Thanksgivingò, thanking God, celebrating together as a 

community, and, with a little pre-taste of Thanksgiving pie, sharing in a pie social! 

V As always, if youôd like to talk further  privately or as a household about stewardship, economic 

stress, or how we live faithfully, please be in touchðI welcome this conversation. 

Thank youðThank Godðfor your faithful giving of time, talents, and resources, and for your prayers for the Spiritôs 

powerful and exciting work through our congregation.  

ðPastor Jen 

All Saintsô Sunday 
On All Saintsô Sunday, November 2, we remember the saints who 
are at rest as well as the saints alive and gracing our lives day by 
day.  During both morning worship services and the Honoring our 
Elders Service, weôll name aloud the saints, light candles, and, if 
you wish, bring a picture of a saint in your life.  The saints, at rest 
and alive, are witnesses of honest faithfulness and shape how we 
live day to day.  The Salem saints are members who have died 
since last All Saints Sunday: 

Y Paul F. Emch Y 
Y Florence Elizabeth Ernst Y 
Y Lorna Schuster Hubert Y 
Y Margaret Marie Weintz Y 

 
To this cadre of saints, we add parents, grandparents, children, 
siblings, spouses, friends, and so many more.  Thanks be to God 
for the saints at rest, and the saints alive! 

Admittedly, the economic uncertainties of the last weeks can add some anxiety as we think honestly about 

stewardship.  Yet if we believe that stewardship is about how we ñstewardò (care for) the abundant (yes, really) 

gifts God gives, this is as good a time, perhaps even an ideal time, to focus on Stewardship.  So, thatôs what weôre 

doing this fall: 

Clocks FALL BACK overnight 

November 1 and 2.  Remember to 

change your clocks lest you be early 

to church (God forbid!) 

Thanksgiving Eve 

Our Thanksgiving Eve Worship will 

be Wednesday, November 26 at 

7:30pm at the Salem Lyndale 

building.  Pie fellowship will follow 

(thanks in advance to all who bring 

pies to share).  The undesignated 

offering this evening will go to the 

ministry of ELCA World Hunger. 
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Salem News 

Welcome, John Rader - Church Administrator  
Salem welcomes John Rader as our part time Church Administrator.  See below a note from John.  John brings many 

administrative gifts to this position and joins Mark Zahlin, our IT Specialist and Administrative Assistant.  Thanks to 

Karn Anderson who partnered with Mark to keep us going during this interim time. 

Message From John Rader 

I am very excited to be at Salem, and am looking forward to getting to know the Salem 

community through my work in the church office.  Iôm a lifetime South Minneapolis 

resident, a graduate of Southwest High School and Augsburg College with a degree in 

Business Administration.  Iôve worked for organizations large and small throughout the 

Twin-Cities area providing marketing, operations management and accounting 

services.   Currently I own a printing business in Minneapolis, and have returned to 

school at the U of M, Carlson School of Management, where I am pursuing an 

accounting certificate, and eventually the CPA designation.  I grew up attending a 

variety of churches, and most recently am a member of St. John's Lutheran on Nicollet.  

My hobbies outweigh my free-time, but anything involving the outdoors is at the top of 

my list.  Looking forward to getting to meet you! 

Transformational Ministry  
Salem received word this month that 

our ELCA grant for transformational 

ministry has been renewed for the next 

three years.  We give thanks for this 

support of the wider church.  The 

Spirit is acting in our midstðweôve 

got ministry to do!   

Love that Jazz... 
From former Salem Discover Worship song leader 

Christine Rosholt:   

ñI am happy to announce that I have set the date for the 

release of my new CD, which was recorded live at the 

Dakota.  It will be just in time for the holidays!ò 

Wednesday, December 17, 2008, 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm, 

Dakota Jazz Club & Restaurant, 1010 Nicollet Ave. 

612-332-1010, $5.00 cover.  http://dakotacooks.com   

New Members  
Curious about making a 

commitment to being part of 

t h i s  c o m m u n i t y ?  

Membership is a public way 

we commit to praying, 

worshipping, serving and 

giving through Salem; it's 

also a way the people of God 

at Salem commit to walk 

with you through the ups and 

downs.  We'll receive new 

members this fall. If you are 

interested in becoming a 

member at Salem, please talk 

with Pastor Jen early in 

November.     

Transformation Team 
Members of Salemôs Transformation Team returned to the Renewing your 

Congregation Retreat at Green Lake Bible Camp, in October.  Though we learned 

more this second time around, the purpose was not for a refresher, but rather to 

coach leaders of a congregation just beginning transformational ministry:  First 

Lutheran Church in St. Louis Park.  Please keep the leaders and members of First 

Lutheran in your prayers as we venture together and encourage their 

transformation. 

Revitalizing Your Church Through 

Worship 

November 15, 8am-4pm a team from Salem 

will participate in this worship workshop at 

First Lutheran in Columbia Heights.  If 

youôd like to be part of this team, talk with 

Gene Sandler or Pastor Jen. 
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Honoring Our Elders  
Elders as well as those of every 

age are invited to a special time 

of worship and fellowship in 

honor of our elders on All Saintsô 

Sunday, November 2, 2pm, at 

Walker Care Center Chapel 

(3737 Bryant Ave. S). 

On The Move é  

Please make the following changes to your church 

directory  (directories available at church).  

Our sympathy  
We include in our prayers Chuck Sasse and his family as they 

grieve the death of Chuckôs brother Leo, and celebrate Leoôs life.   

May Christõs peace bring healing and comfort.   

More News ... 

Dona and Paul Varns 

3701 Bryant Ave. S. #508 

Minneapolis, MN  55409 

612-377-9599 

Jim and Adelaide Kelley 

c/o Susan Lang 

45 Broadriver Road 

Ormond Beach, FL  32174 

In October we bid farewell to long-time Salem 

members Jim and Adelaide Kelley as they 

moved to Florida to be close to family.  We 

give great thanks to Jim and Adelaide for their 

faithfulness, leadership, and service over the 

years.  Until nearly the move, Jim was a regular usher at Salem; Adelaide has 

coordinated and served countless meals and coffee-times for our community.  

Across the miles, we hold Jim and Adelaide in our prayers.   

Congratulations, Evan Varns, who 

this fall graduated with a degree in 

Criminal Justice Administration! 

Congratulations! 

JOIN YOUR FAMILY FOR THANKSGIVING !  

You're invited to join members of your family from Salem and Lyndale 

Churches on Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 27, 2008, starting at 1 

PM. Members and friends of both Salem and Lyndale are invited. 

 

Please sign up on the Lyndale activity table in the fellowship hall, 

indicating how many are coming with your group, and what you will bring 

to share. The roast turkey and dressing will be provided. Assuming we 

have a minimum of ten people coming, we'll gather at 1 PM in the church 

fellowship hall, and plan on sharing the Thanksgiving meal together at 

approximately 2 PM. 

 

Please bring with you a poem, song, or reading to share with the group. 

Bring your copy of the "Oh You Turkey" coloring page from the 

StarTribune Newspaper. We'll try to have checkers, chess, connect-4 board 

games for those with competitive spirits. 

 

If you have questions, call Mary or Michael Vanderford at 612/ 827-3014.  
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More News ... 

Installations and Ordinations 
On October 25th, Rev. Jodi Barry was ordained in an extra-ordinary ordination at Grace 

University Lutheran Church and commissioned for ministry as a hospital chaplain.  This the first 

extra-ordinary ordination in the Twin Cities since Salemôs ordination of Pastor Jen in January. 

On November 1, Rev. Myles Alexander will be installed at the Lutherans Concerned North 

American Region 3 Field Organizer.  As Field Organizer, Rev. Alexander will work with 

Reconciling In Christ (RIC) congregations like Salem, and congregations considering RIC.  RIC 

congregations are intentionally welcoming of people of all sexual orientations and gender 

identities.  You are invited to participate in this Installation at 3pm on November 1 at Macalester 

Plymouth United Church in St. Paul, near the Macalester College campus. 

Development and Building Update 
In early October, an extremely large grant to the Metropolitan Council was submitted.  This grant would benefit 

the affordable housing aspects of the Salem project, and, since the projects are linked, its success will propel 

forward the Ministry Center redevelopment.  We will hear the outcome of this vital grant request in December. 

James Anderson and Matt Potts have been busy beginning our final building clean out at 28th and Lyndale.  Weôd 

originally talked of a sale in late fall; now this is expected in the spring time (even with demolition in the summer, 

there is ample time).  Watch for more opportunities to volunteer and for a chance to walk through the building to 

see the condition two years after closing. 

Brighton Development has organized testing for geothermal heating on the Salem site.  It is hoped that 

geothermal heating may be able to heat the housing aspects of the new development with 40 wells below the 

parking lot.  Geothermal is green technology that uses the 50-some degree internal earth temperature to support 

winter heating and summer cooling.  Watch for the testing apparatus in the parking lot! 

A purchase agreement between Lyndale UCC and New Wine Church (currently in St. Paul) is being negotiated.  

The Lyndale congregation plans to vote on this purchase agreement on December 7.  The proposed date of the 

sale is likely to be February 27, 2009.  Salem and Lyndale plan to move in early March.  The sale of the Lyndale 

UCC building is essential to Lyndaleôs ability to share the cost of the new Ministry Center. 

Sarah Kunze and others are working on contingency plans for this interim time.  They are exploring options for 

Sunday worship, education, and fellowship, and weekday offices and meeting space in the Lyn-Lake area.  

Theaters, churches, schools, and business space are in consideration.  

Our next ReDevelopment Forum (RDF) will be November 16, between services.  Join the conversation for 

updates and discussion as we move into Godôs future.   



Salem Scene 

5 

November 2008 

Reaching Out 
Service, Justice, and  

Outreach Opportunities 

Simpson Womenôs Shelter 
The next opportunity to provide and serve 

the meal at Simpson Womenôs Shelter will 

be Wednesday, November 26th, beginning at 

6:15.  Please sign up at church if you can 

provide an element of this meal.  Call Bonnie 

Ford if you have questions (612-810-8333).  

This is Thanksgiving Eve.  Weôve scheduled 

the Thanksgiving Eve worship service so that 

it will be possible to serve as well as 

worship, if you desire.    

ZOOM House Christmas Party 
ZOOM House is the transitional housing 

program for families located at 33rd and 

Blaisdell.  Salem is a partner in ZOOMôs 

ministry.  Thursday, December 18th at 6pm 

will be the ZOOM House Christmas Party 

held at Zion Lutheran Church (at 33rd and 

Pillsbury).  The Salem community is invited 

to participate in the party interacting with the 

families, providing gifts for one of the 

families, and bringing an element of the meal.  

Watch for details of this party.   

In October, nine Salem folk enjoyed a great fall afternoon walking together and 

raising money and awareness for the ministry of CROP, Church World Service 

(CWS), and domestic and international hunger needs.  With the help of the 

Salem and Lyndale community, we raised $750.  Thank you!  

 www.churchworldservice.org 

 

Workers Interfaith Network  
Workers Interfaith Network (www.workersinterfaith.org) 

(WIN) is an interfaith group linking faith communities and 

labor unions to uphold the biblical promise of dignity and 

integrity for workers.  Unions are making a coordinated 

effort to get the Employee Free Choice Act (EFCA) passed 

quickly by the new Congress.  If you are a union member or 

if you want to learn more about workersô rights and our faith 

witness, please mark you calendars for 6:30 pm, Tuesday, 

November 11th, at Dayton Ave. Presbyterian Church in St. 

Paul for  WIN training on how to 

support this important labor 

initiative. Carpool available from 

church.  Lyndale member Fred 

Smith (612-871-6879) is the 

contact.   

CROP Walk 


