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ñLet us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone  

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word theyôve known.ò 

So begins the 4th verse of a newer favorite around Salem, Marty Haugenôs ñAll Are 

Welcomeò (ELW #641).  Inspired by this hymn, Salemôs Congregational Council invites us to 
focus our stewardship conversations this month around the theme ñReaching Beyond the Wood 

and Stoneò.  While weôre excited about the re-development of the shared ministry center and 

the affordable workforce housing, we understand our congregationôs ministry to be much more!  

Over these years in the wilderness, weôve learned well that the church is the people.  Wood and 
stone may define or shape our ministry, but itôs the people who are the church, the hands and 

feet of Jesus. Our ministry serves within and far beyond our congregation as we heal and 

strengthen, serve and teach, all from our experience of Christôs love.     

Stewardship is all about how we steward, or use, the gifts weôve first been given by God.  Whether it is faith, time, 
money, skills, insight, education, sexuality, relationships, or other resources, each is a gift of our gracious God.  Our 

work as Godôs beloved ones is to responsibly use these gifts.  We practice stewardship in our daily decisions:  How will 

we spend our time?  What will we do with our money?  How will we live and share our faith?  How can we nurture our 

relationships?  What decisions will we make to tread lightly on the earth?  These questions arenôt limited to individuals 
and families, but they challenge our congregation as well.  Shuttering our building three years ago and planning for the 

future was a decision based on good stewardship; so was partnering with Lyndale UCC.  Our bold and careful steps in 

the wilderness, too, are marked by stewardship: How do we share the extravagant welcome of Christ that we experience?  
How do we respond to the needs of our neighborhood with hospitality and justice?  And, what about the needs of the 

world?  How do we collaborate to save resources and multiply ministry?  What gifts do we have to give?  Are we giving 

them fully?   

Throughout this month each Sunday weôll hear from folks in our community as they reflect on the gifts of God and the 

ways they respond to them.  Theyôll shape their reflections around the stanzas of this hymn.  Donôt miss the witness of 

many in this community!   Please prayerfully consider your commitment to Christôs ministry through this congregation 

for the coming year.  We recognize that times are tight, and yet we challenge one another to stretch.  Over the last years 
Salem has had a strong tradition of giving generously and yet we still turn to grants and reserves to some extent.  The 

gifts of all will be essential for doing the ministry God has in store for us this year, and in the years to come.  Thank you 

for your faithful commitment to reaching beyond the wood and stone.    ðPastor Jen  

All Saintsô Day  
November 1 is All Saintsô Sunday.  Our 
services will include lighting candles, 

naming aloud the Salem saints whoôve died 

in the past year, and recalling the many 
saints who inspire us.  The Salem saints this 

last year are:  

+Evelyn Marynak+ 

+Germaine Stotz+ 
+Pastor Barry Olsson+ 

+Pam Schwartzrock+ 

+Shirley Gould+ 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship and Pie Fellowship 
Wednesday, November 25, 7pm 

In the Gallery Worship 
space at Intermedia Arts 

A service of thanksgiving 

to God for the many gifts 
of this life 

Pie fellowship follows 

worshipðplease sign up if 

you can bring pie to share.   

All Saintsô Day is not simply about the saints who have died and are at rest, but it also celebrates the saints alive and 
well and serving the worldðhint: you are one of these!    Please consider bringing a picture of a saint in your life.   
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Salem News ... 

Development Update 

As you can see, there was no demolition in September. 

Brighton is working hard to fill a final financing gap for the Lyndale Green (housing and retail) part of the 

project. 

Additional applications have been made for city and state affordable housing trust funds. 

The decisions about these funds will be announced in mid December and then early in the new year. 

On October 12 the Star Tribune business section featured the Lyndale Green project in its Hot Property section! 

The Design Team met in late October and continues good work on the plans for the ministry center. 

The next ReDevelopment Forum (RDF) will be Sunday, November 22nd at 9:40am. 

There is much support for this whole project (Lyndale Green as well as the ministry center for Salem and 

Lyndale UCC). 

We are hopeful that the funding gap will be alleviated and the project will move ahead this winter. 

Please include this in your prayers. 

Stewardship TimeðThe Basics... 

November is stewardship time at Salem. 

Check out the article on the front page of this 

newsletter for reflections about stewardship this 

year. 

Our theme is ñReaching beyond the wood and 
stoneò based on the hymn ñAll Are Welcomeò that 

begins ñLet us build a houseéò (ELW #641). 

Letters about pledging and making a financial 
commitment for the coming year will arrive the 

second week of November. 

November 15 our Adult Ed time will focus on 

stewardship. 

Picture Directory for Salem and Lyndale 

Our congregations are considering doing an in-house 
pictorial directory.  To accomplish this weôd need 

digital photographers and others willing to design and 

develop a directory.  Up your alley?  Consider being 
on the team?  Talk with Don or Jen.   

Book Discussion of the Month 

The Shack.  Itôs popular right now and includes dynamic images of God and deep discussion of suffering.  Have 
you read it?  Weôll have a book discussion on Monday, November 23.  There is still time to read it!  Mark your 

calendar and watch for details of time and location.     

November 22 is Stewardship Sunday when 

commitments are received. 

During worship services throughout the month of 

November we will hear the testimonies and witness 

of community members as they reflect on 

stewardship. 

Offering envelopes will be available early in the 

new year. 

We are exploring the potential for electronic giving 

(EFT) for those who desireðstay tuned. 

Thank you for your generosity in supporting Godôs 

ministry through the Salem congregation. 
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More News ... 

Art Show Invitation from Emily Chesley  

You are all cordially invited to attend the opening of my "Kimono Seasons" art show at the Owatonna Arts Center. 

Kimono Seasons ~ Paintings by Emily Chesley 

November 8-29, 2009 

Opening shindig - Sunday, November 8th from 1-4pm 

Owatonna Arts Center, 435 Garden View Lane, Owaotonna, MN 55060 

507.451.0533 ~ www.oacarts.org 

Gallery Hours 1-5pm Tuesday - Sunday (closed Mondays) 

A Note from Evan Varns, Serving in Iraq: 
ñ. . .  We're on the óhome stretchô of the deployment now and are all really looking forward to being home. Tell 
everyone at Salem that although I really miss my family, I'm doing OK. . . . I know that the Salem community is 

praying for me and for all of us (and for that I am truly grateful), but I'd like to make a specific prayer request. I 

don't ask this because I'm aware of any particular danger, but I've been doing some reading on Psalm 91 and would 
like to have you folks pray on that for me and for all of us. , , , Wishing you health and joy.  Take care and God 

bless!ò  Evan Varns 

Advent is Coming   

Well, actually Jesus is coming.  Advent means literally ñto comeò 
and itôs the season of preparation for Jesusô birth and Christmas.  

Advent begins on Sunday, November 29.  On the Wednesdays in 

Advent weôll gather in the Gallery for a reflective evening service 

graced by candle light and a focus on preparing for Christôs birth.  

Wednesday services are on December 2, 9, 16, and 23, each at 7pm.   

Reaching Out   Service, Justice, and Outreach Opportunities 

  Worker Interfaith Prayer Breakfast  
Worker Interfaith Network (WIN) unites church-
folks, labor leaders, and workers ñto address 

economic disparities by demanding improved wages, 

benefits, and working conditions assuring that our 

communityôs economic abundance is shared by all.ò   

There will be a WIN prayer breakfast on November 
10, 7:30-9am in St. Paul.  This is a chance to learn 

more about how the faith based community supports 

and advocates for workers.  A group from Lyndale 

UCC and Salem plans to attend. Talk with Pastor 

Jen if youôd like to go.   
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Crop Walk ñCrewòð(L-R) Nick Gibbons (half of him), 

Matt Huntstiger, Claire Kirchhoff, Sarah Kunze, Bob 

Shorten, Glenn Crown (Lyndale), Peder Hagen, Erin 

Davis, Kate Rime, Austin Tollerson, Jen Nagel, Jane 

McBride, and Eliza 

Reaching Out   Service, Justice, and Outreach Opportunities 

   

In October a dozen from Salem and Lyndale walked in this 
yearôs CROP Hunger Walk raising $934 for local and 

international needs (through Church World Service), and 

enjoying a fall afternoon together.  Thanks to EVERYONE who 

generously supported the walkers!   

Taking Heart: Muslim Christian Meal and Conversation 

Mark your calendar:  December 10, 6:30-8:30 is our next Muslim Christian event.  The focus will be on healing 
and the location is TBD.  These events are shared between a number of churches and mosques and they are 

growing (40+ people attended a great discussion of scripture interpretation in October).  Plan to join in.   

Simpson Shelter News 

  CROP Hunger Walk 

Did you know that Simpson Housing Services received the 2009 Minnesota Nonprofit Award for 

Excellence in a Large Organization?  Recipients are reviewed and selected by a blue ribbon panel 

of nonprofit leaders.  Simpson says, ñAs a supporter of Simpson, congratulations go out to you as 
well. Without you, we would not be able to do what we do.ò 

The Womenôs Shelter has been housed in space at Community Emergency Services (at 19th 

Street and 11th Ave.) for many years.  Soon the Womenôs Shelter will join the Menôs Shelter in 

the facility at Simpson Church.  Watch for details of how this may affect our volunteering. 

Our next opportunities to serve at the Womenôs Shelter are December 26 (something about a post-Christmas 

dinner theme!) and January 27. 

There will be a discussion on Sunday, November 15, 1-2:30pm at Simpson Shelter about how Simpson 

Housing Services helps long-term homeless single adults find and maintain housing. A Simpson Housing 

specialist will be joining us and we will be viewing the documentary called Home at Last?  This documentary 
was part of the PBS Now newsmagazine series.  The film profiles a program in New York City that secures 

apartments for individuals who have experienced long-term homelessness and operates similarly to Simpsonôs 

single adult rental housing programs.  Refreshments will be served and we will be offering shelter tours after 
the film.  RSVP to Christina at cgiese@simpsonhousing.org or 612.455.0859. 


