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Buildings and Church... and Being the Church Now! 

 

Newsletter of Salem English Lutheran Church   September 2009 

ñGet up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.ò  -1 Kings 19:7 

Those were the words of the angel to the prophet Elijah when in despair Elijah napped beneath 

the tree: ñGet up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.ò  These words are 

wise encouragement for Salem and our wider church as well.  Let me explain:   

This month we learned that demolition of the western portion of our land (where retail and 

workforce affordable housing is anticipated) wonôt occur in September as expected.  

Demolition of the western portion and the start of re-development of the eastern sanctuary 

space (where Salem and Lyndale UCC plan a shared Ministry Center) is delayed.  We hope 

things will be ready to go in February.   

Why the delay?  The economy.  Brighton Development, Salem, and Lyndale each are bringing money to this project.  
Salem brings the sale of part of our land; Lyndale brings the sale of their building; and Brighton brings the biggest 

portion made up of grants from Met Council, the county, and city, bonds, and other funds.  Brightonôs job of gathering 

these funds is made especially challenging by the slowed economy.  More time is needed as applications for additional 

funding are made, resources sought, and then funding decisions announced.  

Weôre told that we may still be able to move into the Ministry Center in fall of 2010, but after nearly 3 years with the 

building unused and empty, what Iôd like to seeðand I doubt Iôm alone in thisðis some visible action at the corner of 

28th and Lyndale.  These words from the angel to Elijah keep ringing in my ears:  ñGet up and eat, otherwise the journey 

will be too much for you.ò  Our journey is feeling longðtoo long.  How are you being fed?  

You arenôt alone if frustration is your first response to this news.  But one thing I know for sure about Salem is your 

boldness, your resilience, and your faithfulnesséeven in times of frustration.  We are being nudged, even shaken, so we 
donôt slumber away this time.  Get up and eat.  Eat, for this bread will sustain us in our frustration.  Eat, for itôll keep us 

going in our delay.  And eat, for God is at work in us right now.  This transformation of the Spirit is about far more than 

buildingséitôs about being renewed in our communityôs soul to better BE the churchðGodôs peopleðwherever we are 

at a given time.  Weôre called to tell our story, to hear the pain and the joy of our neighbors, to see God working in all of 

this.  Building or not.   

In late August as the ELCA gathered in Assembly here in Minneapolis, these words came to me again:  Get up and eat, 

lest the journey will be too long.  Later in the newsletter there is a thumbnail list of Assembly actions but clearly from 
the media you know that the Social Statement on Human Sexuality and the Ministry Recommendations drew much 

energy and anxiety.   The journey to these affirming actions has been a long one.  I give great thanks for the Spiritôs 

action and open door!  As much as we may celebrate, itôs not done!  Get up and eat!   

Congregations like ours must be part of the healing of this church.  Weôve grappled honestly with issues of sexuality for 

some years now.  We know how to agree, and we know how to agree to disagree.  We know that the Spirit moves in 

each of us, often in ways that surprise us.  And we know that healing and reconciliation are the Spiritôs actions lived 

through us.  I hope and pray that our ELCA will live into these affirmations of our diverse and wonderful sexuality, and 
on this journey, I pray that weôll get up and eat, be nourished by Christ and nourish others, and that Salem can be part of 

the healing.  Thatôs my prayerðI trust we can embody it! 

Rally Sunday is September 13th 
This fall Salem and Lyndale will kick off the 

Sunday School year on September 13th with 

ONE celebratory service at 10:30am.   

ðPastor Jen  

Hereôs the schedule for Rally Sunday: 
9:15am Sunday School 

9:30am Adult Education and Fellowship 

10:30am Worship in the Theater 
11:45am Potluck (please bring something to share) 
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Salem News ... 

Churchwide AssemblyðWhat Happened? 

A lotéthis week-long assembly was packed.  Here is a thumb nail of actions and activities: 

Worship 

Approved Full-Communion with the United Methodist Church 

Adopted the Human Sexuality Statement:  Gift and Trust and the Implementing Resolutions 

Worship 

Began the Nothing But Nets Lutheran Malaria initiative in Africa.  $10 per net saves a life. 

Focused on our evangelical mission not just to ourselves, but to the world 

Heard reports, elected leaders, passed budgets and did business. 

Met people from around the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americaé 

Viewed the winning videosðcheck them out at www.godsworkourhands.org 

Passed resolutions encouraging comprehensive immigration reform. 

Held sexuality study discussions 

Approved Ministry Recommendations affirming peopleôs varying beliefs and bound conscience. 

Approved blessings of same-gender partners, and voted to remove the ban on clergy and rostered leaders who 

are gay or lesbian and in same gender life-long, committed, monogamous partnership. 

Received greetings from international and ecumenical partners 

Heard about he Middle East Strategy and funded the HIV/AIDS Strategy 

Bible Study, hymns, and prayer during the proceedings. 

Focused again and again on the Book of Faith 

Re-affirmed our Social Statement on Health Care with added urgency in current discussion. 

Voted to begin work on a Social Statement on Women, and one on Disability. 

Worshipðbeautiful worshipéhealingéSt. Johnôs Bibleélots and lots of music 

Check it all out at www.elca.org 

Development Update 

In July the Whittier Alliance Board voted to support the Ministry Center and the development of the retail and 
housing. 

Minneapolis Historic Preservation Committee approved the demolition permit for the 1938 section of the 

building. 

Minneapolis Community Planning and Economic Development (CPED) commission approved plans, offered 

guidance, and affirmed our efforts as a model for other congregations. 

We learned of the funding gaps (see front page article) and the delay in our demolition. 

We continued the design process. 

Next ReDeveloment Forum (RDF) is on September 20 at 9:40am. 

Please continue to pray for Godôs leading in this venture. 

ReDevelopment Forum 

Join the conversation about Salemôs 
redevelopment process, ask questions, and 

discuss the life and future of our congregation 

on September 20 at 9:40am. 

Congratulations! 

We celebrate the birth of Xavier.  Xavier is the son of 
Genevieve and Antone Melton-Meaux, and the little brother 

of Ava.  He was born on August 18, 2009, 7 lbs, 4 oz, and 

20ò.  With this growing family we give thanks for Xavierôs 

arrival and celebrate his birth! 
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On August 16th Salem and Calvary 

Lutheran worshipped together...and feasted 

on corn after worship.  Here Spirit Jazz 

gets us in the groove during the corn feed.   

Immersion  Experience 

ñI was in prison and you visited me.ò ïMt. 25:36 

In the US, 1 in 31 people are either on probation, parole or incarcerated (Pew Foundation statistics).  How can 

we, as people of faith, connect with them?  On September 18-19, Urban Immersion Service Retreats and the 
Community Justice Project are partnering to provide an opportunity for you to learn more. You are invited to an 

overnight learning retreat that enters the criminal justice system through experiential exercises, a visit to the 

Adult Correctional Facility in Plymouth, testimonies from past offenders and discussions.  Together you will 
delve into the complexities of the system and talk about the response as people of faith to these issues and the 

people affected.   

1. Begins at 6:30pm on Friday 9/18, concludes at 4pm on Saturday, 9/19.   
2. Cost is $30 per participant (includes food, housing, and programming). 

3. If you are interested in attending e-mail Gennae Falconcer at gfalconer@gmcc.org.  Register by 9/14.   

Simpson Womenôs Shelter Meal 

Our next opportunity to prepare and serve 
the evening meal for guests at Simpson 

Womenôs Shelter (11th Ave. and 19th 

Street) will be Tuesday, September 8 at 
6:15 pm.  Sign up at church! 

 

Muslim-Christian Taking Heart Events 

Ramadan began in late August.  Watch for a 

September Iftar (fast-breaking) event when the 

Muslim community invites the Christian 
community to experience this evening meal when 

the day-time fast is broken.  Details to come.   

October Taking Heart meal and conversation will 
be October 8.   

Reaching Out   Service, Justice, and Outreach Opportunities 

Bread for the World 

Rev. Art Simon, founder and president emeritus of Bread for the World, will be in the Twin Cities in October.  Heôll 

be sharing the amazing story of how God uses ordinary people to make an extraordinary difference in the lives of 

hungry people.  Hear him talk about his new book The Rising of Bread for the World: An Outcry of Citizens Against 
Hunger and reflect on his decades of advocacy for hungry people. 

When: Tuesday, October 6, 7:00-9:00 p.m. (Registration begins at 6:50 p.m.) 

Where: Church of Corpus Christi, 2131 Fairview Avenue N, Roseville, MN, 55113 

Please RSVP if youôll attend (612-871-9084) 

More information at www.bread.org or www.breadstore.org/arts 

CROP Walk 

We walk to raise money and 
awareness for the work of Church 

World Service to alleviate hunger 

domestically and internationally.  
Plan to walk with the Salem group 

again this year on Sunday, October 

11, registration at 1:30, walk 

begins at 2pm.  Watch for 
registration information coming 

soon.   
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Youth Ministry News 
Erin Davis, Youth Minister 

If you have questions about any of these events, please 

contact our Youth Minister, Erin Davis, for more info 

at 612.991.1607 or salemlyndaleyouth@gmail.com. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! As those of you who were able to attend the Celebrating Our Generations service 
know, the New Orleans Youth Gathering trip was an incredible experience for everyone. Three youth (Luna, Rejene, 

and Charlie) and two adults (Sarah and Erin) were able to worship and serve and experience the culture of New 

Orleans with 36,000 other Lutheran youth and adults. And it's all thanks to YOU! As members of the Salem and 

Lyndale congregations, you gave your time, your energy, your financial resources, your support, and your prayers to 

Sunday School Begins September 13th 

Lyndale and Salem Sunday School will start September 13th with Rally Sunday.  Sunday School meets at 9:15am 

with 10:30am Worship (all together), followed by a potluck meal.    

We have been on this amazing journey together since partnering our Sunday school programs.  This year the journey 

continues with Augsburgôs new SPARK curriculum and a new format called the rotational model.  We have 
purchased SPARK Bibles for each child to read, learn and grow with on their spiritual journeys.  There are two types: 

one is a story bible with stories and pictures, the other is NRSV and designed for younger readers.   

Our identified core teachers/leaders are Betty Schraeder (Lyndale), Sandy Block (Salem), Kathy Sievwright (Salem), 

Vicki Keck (Lyndale), and Jane McBride (Salem).  We invite all in the congregations to share your talents, gifts, and 

passions with our Sunday school program.  

In the rotational model, the kids spend more then a week on each Bible story.  They visit a different workshop each 

week and experience that same story from a different perspective.  The 3-5 year olds will experience an in-room 
rotation with storytelling, art, snack, music, and game station. The 6 year olds, 7-8 year olds, and 9-12 year olds will 

focus on a rich Bible story, each week looking at it from a different angle: art, Bible skills and games, cooking, 

science, creative drama, music, computer lab, and video.  If you have a passion, talent, or gift in any of these areas 

please let us know.  Our first rotation begins on September 13 and is the Creation story!   

We will meet for gathering time each Sunday in either the Theater or Gallery (watch for signs) from 9:15-9:30am 

and classes will meet from 9:30-10:15am. There will be no SS on Nov. 29th, Dec. 27th, and Jan. 3rd. Our Christmas 

program will be Dec 20th during 10:30am worship.  

Our first rotation Bible story (from September 13-October 11th) is Creation focusing on Genesis 1:1-31; 2:4-25.and 

the line:  ñGod made everything- and it is GOOD!ò.  Whether youôve got a child in Sunday School or not, dig into 

the  creation story by asking each other what you remember about: create, good, Adam, Eve, and Dominion. Genesis 

means ñbeginnings.ò It is about the beginning of Godôs creation and Godôs relationship with the world and us. 

Here are some questions to get us going:   

1. What is your favorite thing that God created? 

2. Why do we like to create things? What do you like to create? 

3. What was the wind like today? Yesterday? 

4. How does our family help God take care of creation? 

our group, and we want to 
give you a great big 

THANKS for everything 

you did and everything you 

do for the youth group. If 
you want to hear stories or 

see pictures, talk to one of 

the travelers. It was a week-
long experience to be 

remembered. Thank you! 

Jesus, Justice, JazzðThe Tour!  
September 13th at Augsburg College 

2:30 pmð6:30 pm 

Questions, comments, or wanting to volunteer? 

Let us know at either church, any teacher, any 

CE/SS committee member, or contact chair: 

Kathy Hayden at phone 612-209-9515 or email: 

kathspirit@aol.com.  
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CALENDAR
 

Wed.  9/2  6:00 pm  Summer BBQ, or G3 

Outside at Intermedia Arts  

(garage doors open) 
        

Sunday  9/6  8:30 am  Traditional Service 

 9/6 9:45 am  Fellowship 

 9/6 10:30 am Jazz Service 

 9/6 11:30 am Fellowship or Bible Study 

Monday 9/7 Happy Labor Day...thanks to all who labor 

Tuesday 9/8 6:15 pm Simpsonôs Shelter Meal 

Wed. 9/9   7:00 pm Partnership Meeting  

     at Myra Urnessô Home  
        

Sunday  9/13 9:30 am  Fellowship 

 9/13 9:40 am Adult Ed 

  9/13 10:30 am Rally Sunday Worship 

 9/13 11:45 am Potluck 

 9/13 2:30ð6:30 pm 

    Jesus, Justice, Jazz ïThe Tour! 

     at Augsburg College 

Thursday 9/17 6:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting 

 9/17 6:30 pm Church Council Meeting  

Sunday  9/20 8:30 am  Traditional Service 

 9/20 9:15 am Sunday School and Youth Group 

  9/20  9:30 am  Fellowship 

 9/20 9:40 am ReDevelopment Forum 

  9/20  10:30 am  Jazz Service 

 9/20 11:30 am Fellowship 

Wed. 9/23   ~ REMINDER ~    Scene Additions Due  

Sunday  9/27 8:30 am  Traditional Service 

 9/27 9:15 am Sunday School and Youth Group 

 9/27  9:30 am  Fellowship 

 9/27 9:40 am Adult Ed 

  9/27  10:30 am  Jazz Service 

 9/27 11:30 am Fellowship 

Adult Education 

Sundays, 9:40-10:15am, in the Café 

August 30ðEphesians Bible Study 

September 6ðEphesians Bible Study or Fellowship 

September 13ðBook of Faith Study 

September 20ðReDevelopment Forum 

September 27ðBook of Faith Study 

Welcoming New Members 

This fall we will welcome new members into the 
Salem community.  Membership is a public 

commitment by those joining, and by the 

congregation that welcomes. If you are interested in 
becoming a member, please talk with Pastor Jen.   

BBQ on September 2 
G3, G cubed, as in Gabbing, Graffiti, and Grub 

Our final neighborhood BBQ will be September 2 

at 6pm right outside of Intermedia Arts.  Weôll 

entice the side-walkers with the garage doors open 
and the grill going.  Child care staff and activities 

available.  Please bring a dish to share and sign up 

if you can help with set up or clean up.  Grill-ables 

will be provided.  The August BBQ was a lot of fun 
with many stopping by for food and conversations.  

Letôs do it again!   

Our Sympathy, Our Prayers  
We hold in our prayers members of our community who have died during the last weeks.   

Pam Schwartzrock died on July 31st after a struggle with cancer.  A memorial service was held in early August.  

Pam was 64 years old and a life-long member of Salem.  Over the years sheôd been active in choir, worship 

planning, church council, Rachel Circle, and supported the childrenôs ministry.   

Richard Gould, husband of Salem member Shirley Gould, died in late July.  

Laron Honn, long time member, died in August at the age of 81.   

We entrust Pam, Laron, and Dick to Christôs loving arms, giving thanks for their life and faith, and offering our 

prayers and support to their families, friends, and all friends who grieve.    

Calling All ... 
Artists. 
Cooks. 

Musicians. 

Carpenters. 
Scientists. 

Storytellers. 

And More. 

 View details on page 4. 

Read how you can share your skills and help with 
Sunday School this year. 


