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Advent Ambiguity and Birth Blessings

Ideally, if all goes as planned (plan number 526), we hope and pray and intend to be worshi

the new SpringHouse Ministry Center by Ch Ev e
assertions. God willing, the construction/plumbing/electrical crews laboring, the insp

affirming, and courage holding, thisisourplaand wedr e sticking to ybe
but in an effort to transparently print Knoj
that would put the first service on, well, Christmas Eve!

This leads me to ponder ambiguity and the strange ways that ambiguity is always present at =", )

of a birth. Whet her ités a family welcomng a | it
faithfully trying to make the best plans for ministry in the neighborhood, or our Savior being born to young parent
uncertain where theyod find shelter, ambiguity is re

what is exhilarating for one person can be utterly overwhelming, maddening, even paralyzing to someone else. Livi
and leading and loving you well during these ambiglsitlen wilderness years has become a spiritual practice for me

a practice | intend to hone during these coming weeks of packing/moving/unpacking/worshipping/welcoming. Mayb
youdve had similar experiences. l'tds prompted me tc
again the beauty of holy community. Caused me to take a deep breath and to try to see the Christ in another. Rene
my faith and hope. Evoked gratitude. Prompted me again to even more prayer.

Maybe the biggest blessing of this experience of ambiguity is clarity about what is most important. Important: W
know who and whose we areé Webre Godbdbs people and we
important: All those dates and details that can tie us in knots, or a perfect Christmas, lots of gifts, and a spotless hot
Through this birth wedve | earned a | ot about oursel\
gratitude, agents of change who are faithful and Spitit all come to mind) and even more about this God of ours who
specializes in purposefully leading communities through times of wilderness, and in redeeming and renewing o
brokenness. My prayer is this: May we not get too settled in these coming months. May this birth give way to oth
births: new ministry, Spirited callings. May we keep a healthy sense of living with ambiguity so that we can remember
what is important and this newborn Savior on whom our life depends. | give thanks for your faithfulness and loo
forward to worshipping with you at SpringHouse Ministry Center! Advent and Christmas blessings.

T Pastor Jen
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Advent at Salem

Advent is the season eo fEnjopChaspras Garoiing to thé komes of ea Jew oidour
birth. We begin Advent on November 27. Here = homebound members after church on Dec. 11. Grab some
are some ways to get involved: l unch (or bring a bag Il unch)

Talk with Roger Livdahl (76%222062) if you have

e Join in the Advent Mini Fest, between . ) o
guestions or would like to participate.

services and after jazz worship on November
27. Thereodol |l be st as iPemte pamwdipatd in h&OOM Housei Christmas Pdrty a
mix of craftiness, reflection, and service. on Dec. 15. Attend, donate Christmas cookies (a total of 12
dozen is needed), or be part of the adwfatmily program
(more information in this newsletter, and lists of family
e Attend the Wednesday evening Advent needs available at church).

Sefrwce§ a pauze ml a_bllj(sy se?son ﬁlgn UF: +December 18 is Christmas Pﬁgﬁant Dagpo there will be
' youo I k€ 0 € one servic® §t9d:30 an® "cookie' decoratitd'(Co8kles willhé

Holden Evening Prayer. given to the iveness Projec

e Sign up to lightAdvent Candleson Sundays.
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Salem News ...
Ministry Center Update

Wedre in the home str ¢
reported at the Ministry Center Board meeting on
Thursday, November 17 (remember that big
change is happening DAILY!):

e The lower level is painted.

e The lower level sanctuary will have what we
fondly <calll Al i ght c
made out of refinished Salem pew wéod
the Salem saints will have a good seat!).
These lights were hung before Thanksgiving.

e Doors have been delivered and will be
installed soon.

e The stained glass is getting a good cleaning
before the storm windows are installed.

e Plaster has been patched so more painting . | o
can be finished up. The lights are on! Come on in!

e« The range hood and the dishwasher hood,

_ All the rest of the kitchen appliances are in the warehouse and
have been installed.

will be installed shortly. .

e Kitchen cabinets upstairs and in the lower level kitchenette
are in the making.

e Landscaping has been compl et ¢
have this fa® more will be done in the spring, including
trees).

e The base of the sign is in and now with SpringHouse Ministry
Center as a name, the upper
and our church names can be created and installed.

e The baptistery is being worked on, including stone work.

e The hardwood flooring installation was scheduled to begin
before Thanksgiving and should take nearly 3 weeks to
complete.

e Inspections are scheduled for December216(electrical,
plumbing, mechanicals, elevators, etc.).

e We hope to occupy on December 21, possibly sooner.

e First Christian will likely join us for a service early on, but
their first Sunday there will include a procession from their
building to the Ministry Center on January 15.

e The Ministry Center Board voted to hire Rick Bowman
beginning on Dec. 1. Rick is the current First Christian
Building Manager and for many months will split his duties
between First Christian and the Ministry Center.

A crew contracted by Watson Forsberg
begins the process of removing the organ
Ascreeno at First Cher A Buildingauge policy TsHnj the weyks; rthis avepld include
(and later the organ) will be worked into space use for outside groups such as organizations, AA
the new shared facility. meetings, neighborhood groups, etc.
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Salem News ...

Ministry Center Name

Drum roll pleasee il

Bl WL
FaithHouse_ MosshyCi \M
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SpringHouse Ministry Center.  Salem will
always be Salem, but our new shared facilit
needs a name too. Thanks to Paul Wharton w
led the naming team for the Ministry Cente
Many people offered input to this projec
through a survey and the gathering of plenty ¢
ideas. Finally the Ministry Center Board
received 10 names and prayerfully voted o
SpringHouse. This name was approved by es
congregational council, and was finally ratifieg
by the Ministry Center Board. We have 4

| i .
Euﬁtmgvér theB ngulzd 'W;:eret 2 espriﬂgell?gu'l Whéartopl Tedds Ithg_ ﬁ/linistr?/ Center Board t?wough
miraculously came forth. The spring house waf® haming process during a November retreat day. And
naturally cooled and provide a safe place to ge¥hat was the decision?

water and store perishables. Out of the spring SpringHouse Ministry Center
house flowed the waters, onto and into the land.

Through the design process, water has become a theme. Baptismal waters and healing waters (think Ezekiel 47
Revelation 22 and others) are at the core of our identity, so it makes sense for our ministry center to be a spring hot
a place where the waters come up and go forth in new life. At times there may be a descriptive line along wi
SpringHouse Ministry Center, sulcehk easNeifighkh lCchrrh ssad .atn

The doors are in!

New clear glass windows on the west side of the
South Sanctuary. In size, these match the stained
glass windows on the east side of the building.
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Salem News

Wedbre Moving!

Basics:

But when? That is the question everyone would like toPhon& the church phone number will not change.
know! Before we can occupy the new building, many It will remain 612872-4650. Service locations
(upwards of 40) inspections are necessary. Watsonvill be up to date on the voice mail.

Forsberg plans to have these completed so that we Ca@ur n

occupy at Il east by

it could be later. Watch for moving plans (and a chance t h e
volunteer), but we anticipate a move the week before

et
new address unti
at Intermedia Arts will be forwarded.

December o %%w adgresmwnl E] (agm@ %] V%)/e ?\/I%\Iar
I

Christmas. Christmas Eve may be our first service in the" _ _ _
new building, though Pastor Jen is praying fervently for Our website remains: www.discoversalem.com.

December 18!

Have no fearé

Wedll try to keep this

on cell 612227-9673 and at home 63521-3930.

the new facility has new facilities!

The Greenleaf apartments (63 units
of affordable housing on the former
Salem land) look great! Kitchen

view. Residents are beginning to
move into the apartments. If you or
a friend would like more

information, call the housing office

at 612767-2727. The office is now
open in The Greenleaf.

Celebrations!

We 6| | wel come neigandapenisg:and
open houseon Saturday afternoofgbruary 4, 1-4 pm.

That same day The Greenleaf will host visitors and:we
hope that some of our local elected leaders and nElany

be able to attend (a program will be at 2:30 pm). Please
plan to participate as we host an open house!

A Service of Dedicationwill wait for warmer weather:
Mark your calendars for Sundaiarch 25. On thatE
day, weol | share a meal :if ol
welcome the wider church for a 2 pm service led by' all
three churches. Barb and Roger Livdahl are taking: the
lead from Salem in planning both of these events.

we 0

up
Pastoral concerns and emergencies: Call Pastor Jen

ot hers whoobve helped to :make
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