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Late JanuaryïFebruary 2012 

Itôs Great. Itôs Messy. Itôs Incarnation. 

 

Newsletter of Salem English Lutheran Church 

ñSo, youôre all moved in, right?!  How is it?ò  I get this question literally all over town.  People 

(maybe you!) have been hearing our plans, watching the construction, and wondering just what is 

happening.  The short answer:  Itôs great.  And it really, really is. 

We keep saying that SpringHouse has exceeded our dreams and expectations: itôs beautiful, itôs 

flexible, itôs sustainable, and itôs home base for ministry we know well and some weôve yet to 

imagine.  The architects at LHB (Kim Breitheim and Andy Madson), contractors at Watson Forsberg 

(site supervisor Dean Adolph and crew), and our very own ownersô rep (Paul Livdahl) have done 

miracles hearing our hopes, creating and recreating, using their own church-sense to understand the 

needs of our three churches at the same time as we were imagining a new life together.  What fun to finally be ñinò.  

Salem and Lyndale moved on December 22 and celebrated beautiful Christmas Eve services at SpringHouse.  First 

Christian made the transition during worship on January 15 and they have volunteer moving help planned for January 

21.  In February weôll finish up the move as we completely clean out our storage unit.   

Itôs great, and itôs messy.  Thatôs the honest truth.  Messy because there is still some finishing work being completed 

(Iôm thinking of the kitchen, the office area, the baptistry, in particular).  Messy because weôre adding a ñroomieò in First 

Christian and there are lots of routines to revise and create. Messy because weôve never done this before, and will never 

do it againðweôre newbies and pros all at once.  Messy because weôre moving in stages, spread over many weeks, from 

multiple locations and storage nooks.   

I am thankful for this messy time.  Though I may yearn for things to be done and put away and routines learned, truth is, 

this messy stage (and itôs going to last a while) is exactly where we need to be.  This is where we are learning what we 

need and want.  This is where weôre figuring out one another and how the other personalities and other congregations 

operate.  This is where weôre practicing our life together in Christ.  It isnôt about things ñlooking goodò but rather about 

being disciples together, following Jesus.  Iôm comforted by the messiness of Jesusô birth and truth that God becomes 

human, is incarnate, and lives in our broken world to bring healing and wholeness.  In the incarnation, messiness is part 

of the plan.  Maybe in our exhaustion and giddy joy, God is birthing our new life and new ministry.  In this messiness, 

Iôm learning again about grace, and hospitality, and authentic loveðI hope you are too.  Please join us for the annual 

meetings on January 29 and the Open House on February 4.  And, thank you for your prayers and faithfulness over these 

last years and into the years to come.   

ïPastor Jen 

Open House on February 4! 

SpringHouse Ministry Center and The 

Greenleaf (our neighboring affordable 

housing and retail) will host an open 

house on Saturday, February 4, 1-4 pm.  

Everyone is invited!   This will be a 

chance to open our doors to the 

community.  How can you be involved?   

Please attend, and serve as greeters 

and hospitality.  This is a special 

chance to tour Greenleaf and see the 

beautiful apartments theyôve crafted. 

Late JanuaryïFebruary 2012 

Invite friends, neighbors, and family to check out our new space.  

Thereôll be food, tours, music (SpiritJazz will play), and at 2:30 pm 

short speeches (the mayor, City Council member Lilligren and 

others may be invited to speak).  Members of the Design Team and 

others will serve as ñtour guidesò available to tell guests about each 

area.  Invitations and flyers are available at church. 

Sign up to bring bars or cookies!  Weôre expecting a big crowd. 

Sign up to distribute flyers to homes and businesses in the 

neighborhood.  We plan to do the actual flyering the week of 

January 22-29.  We need 15 folks who will commit to flyering two 

blocks or 8 folks who will commit to flyering four blocks.  
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Salem News ... 

Moving in Review 
On December 20 a small group of volunteers 

and a truck picked up stored items at 

peopleôs homes/garageséitems from Diann 

Uzelacôs garage, Sunday School chairs from 

Ann Bartenôs and so on.  These items went to 

First Christian where weôre ñstagingò and 

assessing what is needed.  Some of this will 

come to SpringHouse, others will be sold 

during a later winter sale. 

We hired a moving truck and gathered lots of 

volunteers on Wednesday, December 21 to 

make the move from IA to SpringHouse.  It 

was quick and relatively easy since 

volunteers had done a great job packing and 

prepping for the move in the days preceding.  

Many items that are no longer needed (or for 

which weôre assessing a need) are being 

stored at First Christian anticipating the sale 

later in the winter. 

 

 

December Moving Day.  Desks and tables waiting to be 

loaded on the truck at Intermedia Arts. 

On January 7 another crew moved some Sunday 

School equipment and other basics from First 

Christian to SpringHouse AND continued 

cleaning out the storage unit at North Star. 

On January 21, First Christian will move much 

of their equipment and furniture to 

SpringHouse. 

In February, Salem and Lyndale will schedule 

another moving day to bring the final items 

from storage to SpringHouse. 

During the winter the ñstuff committeeò will 

work to assess needs and match up items from 

the three churches with these needs.  

Complicated work! 

Thanks to all who have helped (and will help) 

with the packing, schlepping, moving, cleaning, 

unpacking, lunch providing, etc.! 

A procession to SpringHouse... chairs, altars, 

candles.  Who needs a truck when you've got the 

Body of Christ?  

Contacting the Church 

Our new (not so new!) address is 610 W. 28th Street, 

Minneapolis, MN  55408.  Our phone number remains 612-872-

4650.  Church office hours.  Laurie (Salemôs church 

administrator) typically works Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 

from approximately 9:30 am-1 pm.  The three church 

administrators (one from each congregation) will be working out 

a schedule so that typically SpringHouse is staffed in the 

mornings.  There may be some roles for volunteers to offer 

hospitality at the front desk.  Pastor Jen and the other pastors and 

staff are in and out throughout the day and evening.   

Parking 
Until the retail and residential housing at 

Greenleaf is more filled, we have permission 

to park anywhere in the lot between the 

buildings.  On Sundays, additional parking is 

available at Intermedia Arts (both parking 

lotsðwe have a simple contract with IA), 

Trustone Financial, and the city lot at Garfield 

and Lake.  Watch for more information about 

parking as we get settled at SpringHouse.   
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Not the Same Old Coffee Hour Any More! 

New Kitchenénew coffee makeréa lot more folks 

coming & going and meeting in different places.  

ThinkéñPORTABLE HOSPITALITY ò with coffee (reg 

& decaf), tea/hot water, cookies, serving supplies, etcé 

all on a cart ready to go to where folks are meetingé3 

congregations with Bible Study & Adult Education all 

going on at the same time (9:30 ï 10:30).  Taking things 

on a cart & serving in the meeting location also means 

fewer spills on carpet & stairs.  ThinkéñSTATIONARY 

HOSPITALITY ò from the counter of the Serving Kitchen 

with similar ñfixinsò for those meeting or just ñhanging 

outò in the Gathering Space or Sun Room.  

How are we doing this at SpringHouse? Salem folks are 

taking the lead with making coffee and preparing trays/

carts prior to the 8:30 serving and filling coffee pots to be 

added to the carts and the serving counter near the end of 

the service.  (We may even need to start another pot of 

coffee to meet refill demands, particularly at the Serving 

Counter.)  Lyndale and First folks are taking the lead for 

Sunday Hospitality following the 10:30 service.  They are 

doing this on a 3-month rotation schedule (Lyndale: 

January ï March, First: April ï June, etcé).  Weôll also 

ask for Salem to lead or share the 10:30 Coffee Hour from 

time to time (just like we did on January 15)! 

Got a birthday or special event to celebrate?  We ask 

that you contact the folks on the list posted next to the 

Serving Counter (inside kitchen) to coordinate ñwhoôs 

bringing whatò and ñwhoôs doing whatò. 

Annual Meetings on January 29 

Yes, you read that correctly, 

thatôs annual meetings, plural.  

On January 29, each of the 

congregations will hold their 

annual meeting AND we will 

hold the annual meeting of 

SpringHouse Ministry Center.  

Many firsts!  Please plan to 

join us on the 29th as we 

celebrate the Spiritôs leading 

through the wilderness, give 

thanks for this new life, and 

listen together for new 

ministry possibilities. 

The schedule is:   

9:15 am  Sunday School Bonus Day 

10:30 am  Salem Worship Service 

11:30 am  Shared Meal 

12:00 pm  SpringHouse Meeting while we finish up lunch 

12:30 pm  Salem Annual Meeting 

There will be childcare through the meeting times.   

Sing in the choir on the 29th!  Practice at 7 pm on Wednesday, January 25.  

Interested?  Contact Betsy: betsykeno@aol.com or phone 651-227-9466. 

Sub sandwiches will be provided for lunch, but we need people to bring salads, 

veggie or fruit trays, and desserts.  Help also needed setting up on Saturday, Jan. 

28 at 9 am, and cleaning up after the meeting.  Please sign up at the sign up table.  

Storage clean out.  Going up?  Some of our 

moving crew poses in the freight elevators at 

North Star Storage.  

Love to bake?  Weôd love to have some ñextrasò in the freezer for goodie trays.  Please be sure to mark your container 

(name/contents/date)éand talk to Mary Patterson, Diann Uzelac or Emma Jorstad if you have questions.  

Covenant Forums 
Curious about the Covenant that partners First 

Christian, Lyndale UCC and Salem?  This covenant 

will be voted on at the Annual Meeting on January 

29.  There are two forum opportunities on January 

22 at 9:45 am and 11:45 am.  Come and learn more 

from the leaders of the three congregations who 

created the covenant.   
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Ash Wednesday and Lent 

Lent is the season of preparation for Holy Week and 

Easter.  This year, Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 

February 22.  We will have two worship opportunities 

on Ash Wednesday: a simple midday service at 11:30 am 

and a 7 pm evening service.  Both will include 

Confession, Imposition of Ashes, and Holy Communion.   

During Lent we will have 7 pm Wednesday evening 

services. During the Lent and Easter seasons we will 

worship in the North Sanctuary.    

A small Lenten planning group will gather in early 

February to create our communityôs Lenten journey 

this year.  Watch for more information.   

Thank you, Scene Folders!  

Godspeed, Ron 
Soon after Christmas Ron Parker moved to enjoy his 

retirement in warmer climes.  His new address is 4700 

E. Main #828, Mesa Regal Resort, Mesa, AZ  85205  

Godspeed, Ron, we send you with our prayers  

Our Sympathy  
Long time Salem member Jerome Johnson died on December 23.  We give thanks for Jerryôs faithfulness through the 

years and especially include his family in our prayers. 

Greetings from Claire Kirchhoff  
Around Christmas Claire Kirchhoff sent her 

greetings and news that she and her spouse Matt 

look forward to welcoming a baby into their 

family this spring.  Claire had hoped to visit this 

winter, but postpones her travels until the new 

little one is born and we can greet them all.  Our 

prayers for Claire and Matt and baby!  

Godspeed, Megan 
Godspeed for Megan Wolle who on January 10 moved 

to Geneva, Switzerland to take a short term position 

with the International Labor Organization. 

Choir practice for Christmas Eve.  

Salem Council 

At the Annual Meeting this year we will approve our 

budget, vote on the Ministry Covenant, receive reports, and 

elect leaders to the Council and some of the committees 

(those specified in the Church Constitution).  Concluding 

long service on the Council will be Congregational 

President Paul Wharton and Diann Uzelac.  Thanks to both 

Paul and Diann for faithful leadership through exciting 

times.  Both of them will remain very involved with the 

congregation, just not in their current council roles.   

Stewardship Commitments 
Thanks to the many who made commitments for 

2012 giving.  If you havenôt had a chance to 

consider your commitments, itôs not too late.  

Please do so.  Commitment forms are available at 

church.  These commitments help our leaders 

plan faithfully and responsibly for Godôs ministry 

through Salem in the coming year.   
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More News ... Tour of Shambhala Buddhist Center 

MAII (Minneapolis Area Interfaith Initiative) is presenting a 

tour of the Shambhala Center (Tibetan Buddhist) in NE 

Minneapolis on Sunday, February 12 from 2-4 pm.  Included is 

the beautiful shrine room (shoes must be removed), an 

introduction to Buddhism and an explanation of Shambhala.  

Free of charge.  The Center is at 2931 Grand Street NE in 

Minneapolis, a few blocks east of the Mississippi River.  An 

RSVP to maiimpls@gmail.com is not required, but helps for 

planning.  Directions and additional details can also be 

requested.  MAII unites individuals and faith communities in 

the Minneapolis area in learning about other religious traditions, 

increasing interfaith understanding and building personal 

relationships across faiths. 

Bishopôs Election 

The Minneapolis Area Synod will meet in 

Assembly February 17 and 18 at Shepherd of the 

Lake Lutheran Church in Prior Lake.  During the 

Assembly, a new Bishop will be elected to lead 

the synod. Salemôs voting members this year will 

be:  Sarah Podenski, Ian Evans (youth), and Pastor 

Jen.  Please include in your prayers the election 

process and the ministry of our wider church.  If 

youôd like to learn more about the bishop 

candidates and the process, information is at 

http://www.mpls-synod.org/assembly.   

RIC Worship Service on January 28 
"Putting the 'Car' Back in Incarnation" - This 

7th annual festival worship service celebrates 

the Metro area ministry of Reconciling in 

Christ congregations (congregations 

welcoming of GLBTQ people) at Gustavus 

Adolphus Lutheran Church, 1509 27th Ave. 

NE., Minneapolis on Saturday, January 28 at 

4:30 p.m.  The Rev. Justin Lind-Ayres of 

Bethany Lutheran will preach.  A freewill 

offering will benefit the RIC Program.  Light 

supper (no cost) & fellowship follows.  Over 

supper, a Readersô Theater play by William 

Randall Beard, "Families Valued,ò will have 

its debut.  Please gather with members of 

more than 30 RIC congregations to celebrate 

the welcome we extend to the whole people 

of God!  Salem became a Reconciling in 

Christ congregation in 2005.   

Lunch break on a moving day.  This picture is taken in 

the Sun Room at SpringHouse.   

Dedication Service 

Our celebrating is many-phased this year.  

Weôll start with the Open House in 

February.  In March SpringHouse will host 

a Dedication Service.  On March 25 we 

will have one Salem service at 10:30 am 

(with leadership from the Minneapolis 

Area Synod), a shared meal, and then a 

Dedication Service including the many 

guests:  past Salem members, supporting 

congregations, leadership of each of our 

denominations, our architects and general 

contractors and YOU.  Plan to attend.  

More information to come. 

"Mary" and "baby Jesus" and Kate, Jesus' mom, 

after the Christmas Pageant.  
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More News ... 

A ñCommunity Singò to Benefit Minnesotans United for All Families 

Saturday February 18, 7 - 9:30 pm 

at Calvary Lutheran Church, 3901 Chicago Ave S, Minneapolis 

Suggested donations: $15/adult, $5/kids, $25/family, more if you can. 

Songs led by songleaders BRET HESLA and MARY PREUS of Minnesota Community 

Sings, and DAN CHOUINARD , one of the Twin Cities' busiest musicians 

At a community sing, everyone sings, and everyone sings together. 

Song sheets are provided and all songs are led.  No auditions ðall voices welcome! 

Message from Cheryl Johnson 

Hello All, 

My Internship at Salem is going well and is approaching its midway point. 

Salemôs dedication to its worshiping community and to the diversity of life has 

been a source of energy for me, with many high points.  I was surprised at how 

much I enjoy being up early for Sunday services.  The Lutheran Jazz at 10:30 

is cool, and I hope I get to hear Betsy play the organ. 

One of my learning goals is to integrate what I learn at Salem and let these 

experiences transform my life and ministry, while tying in my course workð a 

challenge!  On February 5, a teacher from United Theological Seminary will 

visit and meet with my Lay Advisory Committee and Pastor Jen to discuss how 

everything is going. I am excited and nervous, but I know God is in charge of 

this process and all will be well. 

A picture I really like from my photo journal of my time at Salem shows the baptismal font with the tile cutter in front 

of it. It reminds me of my former vocation as construction worker and union Pipefitter, and at the same time 

symbolizes the work that is involved with the word being in the world.  I am glad to be learning about Godôs love and 

grace with you. 

Grace and peace to you all, 

Cheryl 

Set up for a small Advent Service the first 

evening at SpringHouse.  We may be moving, but 

worship goes on.  

Dancing on a brand new 

sanctuary floor! 


