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Guests Welcoming Guests 

 

Newsletter of Salem English Lutheran Church    July 2010 

Last week we had our first picnic of the year and by all counts it was a success.  The 

Transformation Team and friends handed out 300 flyers on Sunday afternoon and then prayed that 

by Wednesday the rain would let up.  Jon Hanke fired up the grills.  Many of you arrived with 

salads, sides and treats.  Lawn chairs and blankets emerged.  The Salem ñChrist Tended to Attract 

an Assorted Crowd, tooò banner was tethered.  Neighbors at the play ground and wading pool 

received a special invitation.  Together we feasted!  There is a sweetness in saying to a neighbor, 

ñCome by for dinneréreally, itôs okay, youôre invited, you can come as you are.ò   

Guests welcoming guests.  Chris Wogaman introduced us to this idea.  Weôre all guests.  Whether 

weôve been part of the Salem community for a lifetime or just a Sunday, weôre all guests of Jesus 

who really is the host.  In turn, itôs our responsibility to welcome other guests.  Not just an easy, wide open ñyaôll 

comeò (though thatôs fine), but a particular invitation to the people we meet and know.  Our God is wonderfully 

particular, calling us by name, claiming us beloved.  In turn we invite the particular people we befriend with their 

baggage, and our own.  Thatôs vulnerable, for they might turn us down, or laugh, or ask hard questions.  But, on the other 

hand, they might come and experience one of Christôs authentic communities where Godôs love transforms even us.  

Thatôs what itôs all about. 

This week Iôm giving thanks for the Spiritôs amazing movement:  guests really welcoming guests, a  perfect summer 

evening in the park, the voices of kids at play and worship at Day Camp, two faithful congregations each unanimously 

affirming our new Ministry Covenant, leaders nimbly dealing with a tough situation at Salemôs building at 28th and 

Lyndale, and standing on the cusp (hopefully) of moving forward with our redevelopment.  None of this is easy, and yet 

all of it is Spirit-led, and all of it is a chance to experience again the grace of our God.  May God grant us the energy for 

all that is to come, and grace enough for rest and renewal in the midst of it.  Iôm glad to be a guest welcoming guests at 

Salem.  Thank you for the privilege of sharing ministry with you.   

ïPastor Jen 

Thatôs Picnics plural, and Parks plural.  Our first picnic at Mueller Park 

was great with Salem folks of many ages and plenty of neighbors feasting 

together and enjoying the evening. Thanks, everyone!  In July, we move 

to Whittier Park to enjoy a Sunday noon picnic.  Hope that one of these 

picnics fits your schedule.  

Sunday, July 25, Noon at Whittier Park 

Thursday, August 19, 6pm at Bryant Square Park 

Picnics in the ParksðNext on Sunday, July 25! 

Please bring a side dish to share and a lawn chair.  The grill will be hot 

and burgers, hotdogs and veggie burgers will be provided. Weôll set up 

picnic fare and spread the invitation widely in the neighborhoods 

surrounding each park.  Sponsored by Salemôs Transformation Teamð

we are ñguests welcoming guests!ò These are great events to which to 

invite a friend or three. 
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Salem News ... 

Development Process and Update on the Salem Building 

On June 24, the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA) board meets to vote on the gap funding for 

Lyndale Green (the workforce housing).  We are hopeful about this vote.  Watch for the outcome! 

If this vote is affirmative, work will move ahead quickly. 

The timeline could include:  July-structural engineering of north wall; August-abatement begins; August 10-TIF 

(Tax Increment Financing) awarded; August-north wall shored up; September-real estate closing and demolition 

of additions; September/October-Brighton begins building; September/October-Salem Lyndale renovation work. 

The Design Team is working hard to finalize plans so the detailed architectural drawings can be done; the more 

detail, the more accurate the costs. 

On June 16 it was discovered that thieves had been systematically working in the Salem building to remove 

copper and other valuables.  This is distressing and sad news. 

The electrical system was cut, wiring removed (for copper), asbestos around pipes cut to scavenge the metal, and 

other items removed and taken. 

A police report was filled. Insurance claims have been made.  Locks have been re-keyed.  Security has been 

increased.  It is yet to be seen how this affects the costs and process of the project.  Watson Forsberg (the 

contractors for the ministry center renovation) are instrumental in this work. 

If you have questions about the development process or the break in, please talk with Paul Livdahl, Paul 

Wharton, Pastor Jen or leaders on the Design Team or Partnership Team. 

The signed Ministry Covenant allows for work to move forward as we prepare for the closing and the 

renovations. 

The next ReDevelopment Forum will be July 11 at 9:40am, prior to the Covenant Celebration at 10:15am. 

This is a tremendous time for our congregation and ministry.  Please include in your prayers this project, Salemôs 

ministry, and the leaders for wisdom and energy. 

Covenant Signing and Celebration 
On June 20, Salem English Lutheran Church and Lyndale United Church of Christ each held congregational 

meetings and each unanimously voted to approve the Ministry Covenant that will guide our congregations as we 

share life in the new Ministry Center.  Weôll celebrate this covenant and our life together with a celebration on 

Sunday, July 11 at 10:15 am.  This celebration will include signing the covenant, thank yous, and treats to share.  

Thanks to Linda Hanson and Paul Wharton who along with Michael Vanderford, Kris Maul, and Sam Goodrich (and 

our respective lawyers) guided us through this covenant-writing process!   

Piano Referbishing 
Itôs time.  Salemôs piano has moved with us from 610 W. 28th 

Street (in recent years it was in the sanctuary), to 810 W. 31st 

Street (upstairs by dance studio), to 2822 Lyndale Ave. S. (where 

ever traditional service is worshipping).  With so much good use, 

the pads need replacing and adjustments to keep it sounding good 

and our worship strong.  This is an unbudgeted expense and the 

council invites donations to accomplish the approximately $500 

ReDevelopment Forum 
Our next ReDevelopment Forum will be Sunday, July 11 

at 9:40 am, prior to the 10:15 am Covenant Celebration 

with Lyndale.  Join us for this time of updates and 

conversation.  Our plans are quickly unfolding!   

refurbishing.  If you can help, please 

place donations in the offering plate 

noting, ñpiano fund.ò  Work begins when 

the money is raised.  Any extra will be 

used for ongoing musical costs (tunings, 

etc.).  Thank you in advance.  
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More News ... 

Reception Rite for Pastor Jen 

What does that mean?!  When Salem voted to call and ordain Pastor Jen in late 2007 and early 2008, it was prior to 

the ELCAôs policy changes.  She has been part of the roster of Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries (ELM).  With 

the changes at the Churchwide Assembly in 2009, provisions were made allowing for partnered gay pastors.  

Pastor Jen has been accepted onto the roster of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  This means she is 

transferring from the ELM Roster to the ELCA Roster with paperwork, an interview, and then a vote of the 

Letter from Advent Lutheran and Broadway UCC 
In honor of the 10 year anniversary of the partnership shared by Advent Lutheran and Broadway UCC, Lyndale and 

Salemôs partnership was gifted with $1800.  There is discussion of how this gift will be used in our shared ministry.  

The following letter comes from them as well: 

òDear Friends,  

Thank you for sending us such a wonderful DVD that we showed at our 10th anniversary celebration dinner 
on April 17.  We had a wonderful time reading the letter aloud to the jointly gathered congregations.  It was 
truly the work of the Holy Spirit that brought to mind our array of connections and reminded us that the 
community of faith knows no boundaries and can reach from shore to shore, and denomination to 
denomination.  What a joy it is to serve Christ in our two different contexts, with different congregations, 

but gathered around the same message of hope and new life we find in Jesus.   

Enclosed is a small memorial we send to you in the hopes it will encourage and empower your shared work in 
ministry.  Advent and Broadway congregations have been deeply blessed through the partnership of 10 years.  
We pray the same for you.  While the road was not easy, and there were many times along he way when we 
wondered if this was going to work and was worth the effort, today we can boldly say òYesó to both of those 

questions.   

We pray you stay the course and keep your eyes on the overall prize of being beacons of hope and new life for 
all people, from whatever place or walk of life they come.  There are few places in our world where human 
beings can be met with an accepting grace beyond our human imagination or understanding.  May Salem/

Lyndale be such a light for the community God has called you to serve.   

Blessings to you,  
Pastor J. Elise Brownó 

M i n n e a p o l i s  A r e a  S y n o d 

Candidacy Committee.  To be 

official, she must be ñreceivedò 

onto the ELCA Roster with a 

special liturgy.  We look forward to 

this ñreception riteò during worship 

(one service that day) on September 

26th.  Bishop Craig Johnson will 

preach and will lead the reception 

rite.  This is an important time for 

congregations like Salem that led 

the way toward these ELCA policy 

changes.  Watch for more details 

about plans for September 26, and 

add your prayers for the church 

during these changing-times.   Feasting together at the June picnic at Mueller Park. 
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More News ... 

Our Sympathy ...  
To Florence Jennings and family at the death of Florenceôs brother in law, Raymond Mayer. 

To Paul West and Sheena Dean at the death of Paulôs grandfather, Don. 

To Jerry Johnson and his family at the death of Jerryôs wife of 57 years, Rita (cards can be sent to 

3601-35th Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN  55406). 

To Erin Davis and her family at the death of her grandmother. 

Emotions Anonymous 

Emotions Anonymous (EA) announces 

the beginning of a new chapter 

meeting at Zion Lutheran Church, 128 

West 33rd Street in south Minneapolis.  

EA offers a twelve-step program to 

help people cope with stress in daily 

living and to live a healthier emotional 

life.   The program is open to anyone 

who has a desire to become 

emotionally well. Members attend for 

various reasons, among them 

depression, anxiety, relationship 

problems and other emotional 

difficulties.  For further information, 

contact Amy at 612-710-1877. 

Let Justice RollðWorship on July 10 

During the Lutherans Concerned North America and Reconciling in Christ 

Assembly, July 8-11, all are invited to a special worship service on 

Saturday, July 10, at 3:30pm at Central Lutheran (333 12th St. S.).  This 

service will celebrate the work for full inclusion and the decisions of the 

2009 Churchwide Assembly.  1000 people are expected for worship and 

the service will include prayers for reconciliation.  We do this reconciling 

in the confidence that, in Christ, the dividing walls of hostility and 

suffering are broken down, making peace (Ephesians 2).  Rev. Stephen 

Bouman, Executive Director of the ELCA Evangelical Outreach and 

Congregational Ministry, will preach.  More information is at http://

www.lcna.org/news/ljr.  Four from Salem are registered for the Assembly. 

In Our Prayers ... 

Jim Anderson is deployed and currently serving in Afghanistan, in Gardez in Paktika 

Province.  We add our prayers for Jim, his work, and his family.   

Prayer Requests 

Have a prayer request to share?  Want to 

pray for others?  Check out the prayer 

request folder by the sign up table. 

Gift to Bethany 

Thanks to many from Salem who donated to the ministry of Bethany 

Lutheran Church on Franklin Avenue.  Bethany is struggling financially 

and many local churches were invited to donate $500 each in support of 

Bethanyôs ministry.  These gifts are matched Bethany, and assisted by the 

synod.  Salem collected $570 for Bethany.  A service is planned for fall to 

add our prayers and commitment. 

 Pastor Jen Away  

Pastor Jen and her family are on 

vacation 6/21-7/3.  From 6/21-

6/27, Rev. Justin Lind-Ayers (from 

Bethany Lutheran) is available if 

pastoral care needs arise; his 

number is 651-235-8545.  From 

6/28-7/3, Pastor Don from Lyndale 

UCC is available; his number is 

612-340-9458.   

In June, a group gathered with author Thatcher Imboden 

to share stories, history, and pictures about the Lyn Lake 

area.  Thatcher and his sister Cedar are writing a new 

book about Lyn Lake.  We had a great afternoon.  Thanks 

to all who participated! 


