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Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 

 

Newsletter of Salem English Lutheran Church    June 2010 

We arrived at church on Pentecost morning (this year, May 23) to this sensible notice taped to the 

inside and outside of the doors at Intermedia Arts:  The parking lot will be closed for maintenance 

on May 24.  My e-mail revealed a few more details:  painting was planned for the IA building, a 

power sprayer would be used to paint literally the entire exterior of the building, IA wasnôt 

responsible for drifting paint on parked cars left in the lot, over the summer months a graffiti art 

curator named JoJo would curate the repainting.  Today I pulled up to a building I hardly 

recognized painted gray-brown and white.   Just in case: 2822 Lyndale Avenue South!   

There is something wonderfully and frighteningly Pentecost-y about a white-washed building 

awaiting bold, bright, prophetic art.  What will it look like?  In June?  In August?  How will it be 

transformed?  The same and yet brand-new?   I confess, Pentecost is one of my very favorite Sundays in the church year.  

Over the last decade or so, Iôve found (been given?!) a new respect/joy/awe/craving for the Holy Spirit and all the Spirit 

is up to.  Some of this new-found favor is directly the result of sharing life and ministry with you all in Salemôs Spirit-led 

journey, some comes from the process of welcome in the ELCA, some comes from my life experience, round-about and 

clearly led.   

I, too, would like a crystal ball with a window into the future.  Instead we get this amazing and sometimes disconcerting 

yet-to-be-fully painted opportunity.  I give deep thanks to God who comes to us in these long summer months with Spirit 

power, shaking us from our usual ways, emboldening us in what weôve done well for many years, opening us to new 

possibilities, layering us in experience after experience of the Spirit at work in beautiful ways.     

Thank God the Holy Spirit for Sunday School and our teachers, for our celebration with our elders, for Erinôs Youth 

Ministry, for Carrie our summer intern, for picnics in the parks, for justice yet lived, and for ministry at hand both inside 

and outside these walls.  I trust the Holy Spirit to continue to lead us as our building is redeveloped and the shared 

ministry center takes new shape.  It is so very hard to await change!  I pray for the Spiritôs courage in our waiting and the 

Spiritôs ministry in the meantime.  I pray the Spiritôs healing power blowing through the church and the world, and 

through your life: granting time for rest and renewal, gentle love, and fresh possibilities in these months to come.  As the 

bright paint begins to re-create IA, may the Holy Spirit re-create you and me anew!  Come, Holy Spirit, Come.  

ïPastor Jen 

Thatôs Picnics plural, and Parks plural.  Some years our BBQs have been in front of 

the church, other years regularly at a neighborhood park, last year at IA.  This year 

weôre on the move:  three parks, three dates, three different days, with hopes that 

one or more will fit your schedule. These are great events to which to invite a friend 

or three. 

Mark your calendars for summer picnics in our neighborhood parks:   

Wednesday, June 16, 6pm at Mueller Park @ 25th Street and Bryant Ave. 

Sunday, July 25, Noon at Whittier Park 

Thursday, August 19, 6pm at Bryant Square Park 

Picnics in the Parks Begins June 16 

Please bring a side dish to share.  The grill will be hot and burgers, hotdogs and 

veggie burgers will be provided. Weôll set up picnic fare and spread the invitation 

widely in the neighborhoods surrounding each park.  Sponsored by Salemôs 

Transformation Teamðeverybody is welcome!   
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Salem News ... 

Development Update 

We continue to await word from the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA) about the award of a gap 

funding grant for Brightonôs affordable housing project. 

If Brighton receives this gap funding grant, we will be able to move forward later this summer. 

If Brighton does not, then we move to other sources, but this will take longer. 

We are told this gap funding grant is not affected by state budget cuts, but we donôt know this precisely. 

Once funding is secured, the timeline includes: scheduling a closing, final architectural drawings, stabilization of 

the north wall, abatement of asbestos and hazardous materials, demolition, and building! 

The Design Team sub committees are working hard to finish their recommendations for special working areas 

(worship, education, technology, community life, office, and more). 

The next ReDevelopment Forum is scheduled for Sunday, June 20 at 9:40am. 

Telling the Lyn-Lake Story 

Thather Imboden and Cedar 

Phillips are writing a new book 

about Lyn-Lake.  Theyôve 

contacted Salem asking for 

pictures and stories about the area 

over the years.  Do you have 

pictures to share?  Stories to tell?  

You are invited to a session with 

the authors in June, date and time 

TBA.  Bring pictures if possible, 

and be ready for some great 

stories and memories.   

Partnership Covenant 

The Partnership Team is firming up 

a final draft of the Covenant that will 

guide Salem and Lyndaleôs 

partnership through the coming 

years.  Thanks to Paul Wharton and 

Linda Hanson for their oversight of 

this process (they joined Michael 

Vanderford from Lyndale UCC).  A 

congregational vote on this 

document may be scheduled for June 

20.  Watch for details and official 

notice in the coming weeks.   

Partnership Video 

The video Teri Homan produced to tell about our partnership is available 

on youtube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQfyncgEDXc   In 

April, Lyndale and Salem were honored by two partnered churches in 

New York City (Broadway UCC and Advent Lutheran) in celebration of 

the 10th anniversary of their partnership.  This video was made at their 

request for a special dinner they held.   

Camping Weekend on July 16-18 

Mark your calendars.  The details are coming.  This is Salem and 

Lyndaleôs annual camping weekend at a near-by Three Rivers Park.  

Come for the whole weekend, a day, or just stop in.  This is a great 

chance to get to know our communities and enjoy some time together.  If 

possible, plan to bring your own equipment and food; some meals will be 

shared.  April Conlee of Lyndale UCC is the contact person for this 

event.   

Stash the Cache! 
Geocaching is a world-wide treasure hunt. (Cache is pronounced cash, but 

the treasure is not money.) You need a GPS unit, which many of the 

newer phones have, and access to the web site, 

www.geocaching.com.  There are about a million geocaches in 

Minnesota, and the metro is full of them. Any individual hides a small 

container in a public place. The container may be as big as a coffee can, 

or as small as the rotating cap on a bottle of Elmerôs Glue. If it is bigger, 

there will be a log and small items to trade for fun. The micro size only 

has a log to sign as proof that you found it. The game is in the hunt. There 

is a geocache at our Intermedia Arts location. It is named ñGod and 

Graffitti.ò There is one at our church building, named ñThe Once and 

Future Cache.ò Both have been found many times by geocachers. Pastor 

Jen and I hid them. Go to www.geocaching.com to find information on 

caches all around you. You will need to join, but itôs free and anonymous. 

I urge you to check it out, and ask me your questions. Have fun!!     

ðDeb Geelsdottir 

ReDevelopment Forum 

Our next RDF will be Sunday, 

June 20 at 9:40am.  Join the 

conversation for updates.   
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More News ... 

Celebrating our Generations 

On May 16th, the Salem community of all ages gathered at Walker 

Care Center for a special service and time of fellowship celebrating 

our generations.  It was a time of reconnecting, catching up, and 

making new friends.  Thanks to all who attended and hosted!   

Seeking: Titles for Reading 
Over the last months, Salem folks have read The Shack 

and Jane Goodallôs A Reason for Hope.  How did we 

pick these titles?  People said things like, ñIôm really 

into this book and want to discuss it with others.ò Our 

group is never the same and the potential is endless.  Do 

you have an idea for a good read?  Something youôd 

like to dig into and discuss with others?  Let us know 

and weôll plan for a book a month if possible.  Feel free 

to offer a title, weôll spread the word, those interested 

will gather:  Let the discussion begin!   

Supporting a Sister Congregation 

Salemôs Council invites us to add our dollars in 

support of sister congregation Bethany 

Lutheran on Franklin Ave.  Bethany is 

struggling financially and a number of churches 

each seek to offer $500 to show our 

commitment.  Bethany will match these gifts.  

The Minneapolis Area Synod is able to help as 

well.  Gifts can be given via Salem until 6/13, 

noting ñIn Support of Bethany.ò 

Seeking: Titles for Reading 
òHello! My name is Carrie Boyle, and I am so excited to be serving as a summer intern at 
Salem starting June 6th.  I am a rising senior at Davidson College in North Carolina, who - 
like many rising seniors, I would imagine! - is in the midst of the wild and wonderful process 
of discovering just what my vocational calling is.  Fortunately, Davidson has given me the 
opportunity to spend this summer and my senior year engaged in a program called the 
Ministry Fellowship for Religious Leadership and Vocation -- in so many words, I'll be 
exploring the field of ordained ministry through my summer at Salem and a year-long 

discernment process back at Davidson. 

I am very grateful that the church council has graciously offered me a space at Salem to explore ministry as a 
vocation into which God may be calling me.  This summer, under Jen's mentorship, I will be involved in working 
with Salem's youth, fostering communication with the community, visiting and offering pastoral care, and planning 
and leading Sunday worship... among many other exciting adventures!  In addition to learning about the ministry 
while I am here, I am equally excited about becoming a part of a new congregation and getting to know all of you 
this summer as well. Thank you for welcoming me into your church, and I can't wait to meet you all soon!ó 

ñCarrie 


